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Preservation Measures Focusing
on Jeju Folk Song Singers

Choa, Hye-kyung*

The ‘Jeju Folk Song’ intangible cultural assets which possess the mental spirit
of the Jeju people is an integral part in the fabric of the Jeju people’s lives. It
occupies a very important position and is recognized as having the prestige in
realizing Jeju’s authentic identity and culture restoration but is now facing
extinction in the changing of the times.

Most of the Jeju folk songs have been created naturally along with daily
labors related to agricultural and fishing activities which were the livelihood of
the people. Whether it be men or women, it is true that they both maintained
their lives by attending to the labor intensive work but especially in the case of
the women, they found comfort and solace in making these folk songs part of
their labor work as an aspect of cultural enjoyment.

The singer expressed personal sentiments in the fixed phrases which had been
passed down from generation to generation related to the actual function of
singing. In addition to that, while the phrases were connected to labor,
ceremonial rites and festivities, it still managed to demonstrate personal ability
through musical talent and literature.

Most of the items that have been officially designated by state and Jeju
provincial government are women folk songs that have been sung by female

singers and for other female related items, a separate measure should be sought

* Research Center for Jeju Studies, Jeju Development Institute
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out. The Jeju folk song needs to be rearranged in terms of each distinctive note
and sound according to whether there are residents who can sing with talent
with that region and special characteristics in mind. The formation of these
festive fields and sound fields should be commonly shared with traditional folk
festivals so that the identity of each village can be regained and ultimately have
an important role and function in restoring the communal culture.

By developing distinctive festivities of each village region, the younger
generation should be exposed to the village festivals and Tamra culture festivals
so that they may be passed on to the next generations.

To ensure the passing of the folk intangible cultural assets and the
preservation of its pristine condition, there is a need to strengthen the education
system. As part of the plan to establish the foundation and securement of
students of such schools, the training facilities need to be activated exclusively
for the preservation of the tradition of all folk songs. In addition to that, for
the maintaining of a systematic training program, we would need to set up an
educational institute so that regular programs can be administered for the raising

of professionals who would carry on such traditions.

Key words: ‘Jeju Folk Song’, Jeju's authentic identity, Female singers, women folk songs,
traditional folk festivals, intangible cultural assets, systematic training program
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