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Abstract

A Study on the Current Status of Jejueo Education
and the Demand for Professional Instructors

Kim Mijin, Kwon Miso, Jeong Mibong

Keywords : Jejueo, Jejueo education, satisfaction, demand, survey, professional
instructor, education policy

This study was conducted to support the development of a training system and
curriculum for professional instructors specializing in Jejueo education. It aims to
examine the level of awareness of the Jejueo, satisfaction with Jejueo education,
and the demand for professional instructors among both educators and learners in
the Jeju region. The findings are intended to assess the current state of Jejueo
education and provide fundamental data to improve its quality and foster
professional Jejueo instructors in the future.

To collect diverse opinions on Jejueo education, a structured survey was
employed. Separate questionnaires were designed for teachers and instructors, as
well as students. The instructor sample included 435 participants, consisting of
teachers from elementary, middle, and high schools in Jeju, and Jejueo
instructors from related institutions and organizations, all of whom were selected
using cluster sampling. The student sample comprised a total of 1,759 students:
sixth-grade elementary, second-year middle school, and first-year high school
students in Jeju, selected through stratified cluster sampling.

Both questionnaires covered five areas: (1) general information, (2) awareness
of the Jejueo, (3) current status of Jejueo education, (4) effects of and satisfaction
with Jejueo education, and (5) demand for Jejueo education. The instructor survey
consisted of 35 questions and the student survey of 23 questions.

Data were collected online over three weeks, from June 16th to July 4th,
2025, and then analyzed using SPSS 28. Satisfaction levels were measured on a
five-point scale.
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Based on the survey results, this study proposes the following directions for
sustainable Jejueo education and the cultivation of professional instructors:

1. To prevent generational disconnection, Jejueo education should be prioritized
within the public school system, focusing on elementary, middle, and high schools.

2. To reduce a sense of distance from and foster positive awareness toward the
Jejueo, user-oriented, customized educational programs should be developed. In
addition, through programs linking home, community, and school, an environment
for Jejueo use in everyday life should be created, and more opportunities to speak
the Jejueo should be provided.

3. In order to move away from one-time educational events and promote actual
language acquisition, continuity of education and sufficient class hours should be
ensured, supported by appropriate institutional frameworks.

4. Customized textbooks appropriate to learners’ proficiency levels and diversification
of educational materials are needed. Based on these, teaching materials that can
enhance learners’ interest and comprehension should be designed, while instructors’
capacity to effectively utilize diverse materials should also be strengthened.

5. To enhance the teaching competence of instructors, systematic instructor-training
programs should be designed not only to gain specialized knowledge of the
Jejueo, but also to balance the development of learner-centered instructional
design skills and the ability to interact effectively with learners.

6. The instructor-training programs should not be limited to the completion of
coursework, but should be operated in a way that integrates both theory and
practice for sufficient knowledge acquisition. Furthermore, a certification and
promotion system should be introduced to improve instructors’ professionalism
and quality.

7. To ensure the continuous deployment and utilization of qualified Jejueo
instructors in the educational field, legal and institutional foundations as well as
stable financial support must be secured. In addition, a credible institution should
take the lead in establishing a consistent support system.

8. Jejueo education policies should not be short-sighted responses to immediate
challenges but instead be pursued as comprehensive and sustainable strategies
from a mid- to long-term perspective.
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