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Mad MYol 108 26Y F7H2EHO O 2MES HB8oEH, FIHEHS
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Abstract

This study explores the Jeju 4:3 memorial ritual as a performative field that
not only commemorates the dead but also mediates the living-dead relationship
through the interwoven dynamics of necrosociality and necromateriality. The
memorial ritual reconnects human and nonhuman actors, past and present, through
ongoing acts of mediation that return death to the social sphere and generate
renewed ethical sensibilities.

Necrosociality emerges from the effort to restore the broken relationship
between the living and the dead, refusing to leave the deceased as detached spirits.
The calling of names, the enshrinement of spirit tablets, the erection of markers,
and the establishment of ritual grounds all serve as languages of restoration and as
political utterances of recognition. When a name is spoken, it is not a mere act of
commemoration but a performative restoration of social belonging. Within this
process, the 4-3 memorial ritual becomes a political arena in which the hierarchies
of death—established through state violence and social classification—are either
embodied or subverted. In the absence of remains or clear information about death,
kin and communities sustain their relations with the dead through the mediating
agencies of names and places, which anchor death within shared acts of
remembrance.

Necromateriality, in turn, unfolds through the sensorial and testimonial
power of matter—bones, personal belongings, unclaimed remains, stone markers, and
the terrain of burial grounds. Excavated materials such as bones, rubber shoes,
stamps, and shell casings render the massacres perceptible in their immediacy, just
as the shaman’s invocation during the memorial gut brings the invisible into
presence. Within this material assemblage, the name itself operates as a medium of
materiality. The name, inscribed on a memorial tablet or stone and repeatedly
spoken, read, and touched, acts as a substitute for the absent body. It materializes
the deceased within the social world and transforms language into substance
through sensorial engagement. The performative surface of the name thus becomes
a tactile site of mediation that binds the living to the dead and transforms memory
into an embodied ethical practice.

Similarly, the ritual space—such as Songnyeongi-gol in Uigwi-ri—reveals the
material agency of place. Once a site of abandonment and abjection, it has been
transformed through acts of care—mowing, cleaning, and offering—into a ritual field
where affect and ethics converge. The transformation of such ruined terrain into
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sacred ground demonstrates how the memory of violence becomes ethically
transmuted through sensory labor.

These two dimensions—name and place—intersect through the mediating work
of ritual. The Jeju 4-3 memorial ritual converts matter into relation and relation
into living memory, embodying an anthropology of mediation where necrosociality
and necromateriality co-constitute one another. It is not a mere representation of
past tragedy but an active process through which the community endures violence
and transforms it into ethical practice. Through unearthed materials, invoked names,
and gestures of care, death regains its social meaning. In this performative
circulation of memory, the ritual space becomes a living stage where the living
and the dead mutually sustain remembrance. Ultimately, the 4:3 memorial resists
the state’s neutralization of violence, reanimating death as a vital site of social,
ethical, and political renewal.
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