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ABSTRACT

A Comparative Folkloric Study of Jeju Dolhareubang and Stone
Jangseung (Beoksu)

Choa Hye Kyung

This study seeks to identify the status and cultural-historical value of the Jeju
Dolhareubang(Z5t24) through a comparative analysis with mainland Beoksu(}
), and to explore joint measures for their continued preservation.

According to records in Tamna Ginyeon(FLEHC4E)(1918) by Kim Seok-ik (£HE
and Jeungbo Tamnaji(@#HELEEES)(1954) published by Damsugye (X7K32), the
Dolhareubang of Jeju Eupseong were produced in the 30th year of King Yeongjo’s
reign(1754) under the directive of Governor Kim Mong-gyu (£%/&). They were
modeled on General Wan Ong-jung of the Qin dynasty in China, hence the name
Ongjungseok(£{F4, ‘Ongjung Stone’).

- This period coincides with the 17th to 18th centuries, when epidemics (such as
smallpox) were widespread during the reigns of Kings Sukjong and Yeongjo, and
the production of mainland Beoksu as plague-preventive guardians was common.
Thus, the Jeju Eupseong Dolhareubang are presumed to have been urgently and
inevitably created for the same purpose: warding off epidemics.

The Jeju Eupseong Dolhareubang are anthropomorphic in form and take the shape
of warriors.

- Among the functions of mainland Beoksu were guarding fortress gates, prohibiting
entry, and preventing the intrusion of evil spirits or disease. In this sense, their

role overlaps with that of village Beoksu and gate Beoksu.

Unlike the Dolhareubang, which have sculpted hands, most mainland Beoksu are
carved only as torsos, with hands omitted.
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The hand gestures of village Beoksu and Dolhareubang carry symbolic meaning,
similar to Buddhist or Maitreya mudras, reflecting Daoist cultural elements.

- Mainland Beoksu in the form of Maitreya also have a geomantic (pungsu) role of
protecting the village land, embodying both the guardian spirit of the community
and the image of a Daoist practitioner.

The common hand forms of Jeju Eupseong Dolhareubang also appear in the images
of the Dongjabok(3 Zii@, Eastern Fortune Deity) at Mansusa(BZ3) temple in the
east of Jeju, and the Seojabok(FiE&iiE, Western Fortune Deity) at Haeryunsa(&#%3F)
temple in the west. This suggests that the Dolhareubang absorbed the imagery of
the East and West Maitreya figures.

The Jeju Eupseong Dolhareubang, named Ongjungseok after General Wan
Ong-jung, share almost identical functions with mainland general-shaped Beoksu.
These roles extended beyond gatekeeping to that of protective deities safeguarding
villages and local people, repelling evil spirits, driving away disease demons such
as the smallpox god (Dosin &), and dispelling misfortune.

Unlike mainland gate or village Beoksu, which are tied to shamanistic or Buddhist
folk beliefs, the Dolhareubang of Jeju are largely free of such ritualistic concepts,
and Jeju has no equivalent of the ‘Jangseungje’ ritual found on the mainland.

Joint Preservation Measures for Dolhareubang and Mainland Beoksu
- As primal religious symbols created by local communities in the form of wood or
stone, Beoksu and their related cultural heritage should be continuously preserved.

- A systematic survey of the current state of Beoksu, which represent Korean
traditional folk beliefs, is required.

- Designation of master carvers and related skills as local or national intangible
cultural heritage should be pursued.
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® Restoration of the Dolhareubang—Beoksu Cultural Community

- Efforts should be made to restore and maintain the communal system surrounding
Beoksu culture, thereby reviving village solidarity and sustaining traditional ritual
practices.

m Regionally significant Beoksu with high heritage value should be selected for
preservation.

- Expert fieldwork and interviews with local residents should assess the will to
preserve.

- Uncontrolled production and proliferation risk damaging the value of existing
heritage and must be carefully managed.

® The assessment of value as a living cultural heritage reflects the current
consciousness of local residents, including their practices of artifact production,
utilization, and ritual performance.

® (Clarification of nomenclature is needed in naming national folk heritage as terms
such as Beoksu, Stone Jangseung, and Dangsan are used regionally.

- The term Beoksu should be adopted in place of Stone Jangseung.

® Certain Beoksu designated as local folk heritage merit promotion to national
heritage through expert or local recommendation.

® World Heritage designation applies to tangible heritage possessing ‘Outstanding
Universal Value.’

- This is based on the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural
and Natural Heritage(1972).

- Korea’s Beoksu meet the criteria for inscription on the UNESCO heritage list.
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B The cultural characteristics of Jeju Eupseong Dolhareubang and Beoksu extend
beyond sculptural art: they embody the vitality of communal faith, the coexistence
of nature, gods, and humans, and a creative aesthetic achieved through the
absorption of diverse artistic influences.
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Ha g 37|(x0l], YH|, Z)
as 7nz of | 1 #0[ 176¢n, LAH| 57cm, = 37cm, §H|162cm(%)
mes = 2. =0| 188cm, LH| 67cm, = 44cm, E31210cm(A)
1. =0| 240cm, LH| 61cm, Z 31cn, =3170en(S)
o)A =kl '
ISR SEE | ) o) 2440 b 62on, E 420n, S2168cn(M)
eI 1. =0] 214cn, HH| 64cn, & 37cn, =2182en(S)
e 2. &0| 175¢m, | 42cm, Z 44cm, S|180cm(A)
= B = =3 =
RI=C) mor 1. =0] 204cm, 4| 62cm, = 5lcm, = 1182em(S)
2. =0| 225¢cm, HH| 66cm, & 42cm, S2|216cm(Al)
E=, 4H = = X
R step of 1. &0 150cm, L{H| 60cm, = 39cm, = 1|184cm(of)
2. =0| 159cm, LH| 54cm, = 32cm, E154em(R)
KBSEIA T 1. =0 233cm, HH] 80cm, = bdcm, =2220en(S)
e 2. =0| 234cm, HH| 72cm, & 52cm, =2/199cm(Al)
£283% | 1. 50| 161cn, Lb| Sdon,  33cn, Z2 156en
A e 1. 50| 175cm, =2 200cm
N =
ShlE| Y 1. &=0| 180cm, S&| 170cm
=R A 1. %=0[ 190cm, () S0em(MYSHUD)
TET T 12, 50| 180cm, E(YH) 50en(SHEHNED)
Maa) s | 1o Ol 200cn, S(D) S6en, FHEH) 25en(TMUHYD)
7 | 2. 0] 250cm, Z(YH) 48cn, Z(ZH) 30em(LHCHET)
1. 50| 260cm, Z(YH) 50cn, ZEH) 40cm, 7Hs =
HAAL B 50cm(& HFA)
2. =0| 250cm, Z(2H) 50cm, Z(EH) 50em(Ci&Z)
1. 0] 200cm, Z(Y™ )60cm, EH Z 45n(LEZ
e J¥ oma| A Mot &)
o T 2. =0] 200cm, Z(Y™) 50cm, Z(EH) 40cn
(YZHotED)
1. =0] 160cm, Z(AUH) 40cm, EH Z 30en(RE 23
ayma) wa | 2 0| 180cn, S(HE) 40cn, FED) 35en(2=)
= - 3. =0| 140cm, Z(YH) 50cm, EH = 30cm(HAIE
4. =0| 100cm,(SXI5)
1. =0| 150cm, Z(H) 50cm, ZH Z 30cn(EE SO K|)
OIX|g| H= - '~
2. =0| 150cm, Z(%H) 50cm, Z(EH) 30cm(EZ)
o 1. =0 190cm, Z(YH) 42cn,(HEZSHFYD)
E2| e yp
2. +=0] 180cm, Z(H) 40cn, (GIEEHIED)
1. &=0] 220cn, =3 140cm, (AEFED)
ME =Hot 2| AM20t H ’ -
A= T MR ML S o o) 200m, 1450m, (BrRIZED)
=x2 So0t Ba 1. 0] 200cn, %™ 60cn, Z% 4Ocm(fe*0Hﬂ1II)
© o= 2. 50| 230cm, &4 50cm, 23 40cm(ZTHL)
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pafe: Ha o 37|(=01, 4|, Z)
o 1. 40| 200cm, YT 37cm, SH 33cn(SYHHD)
B 22| FUSE NE 1) o) 1800 2 37n, E0 30en(MHTHAE)
R 1. %0| 170en(FE=Z, 01%S)
Lo | MR 0] 230aiRg R, X
X —
g L= spx| wa | 1+ EOI 270cn, 4 60cn, 2o Sden(SHFET)
25 7T | 2. =0| 210cm, %D.j 73cm, &M 35en(GHAYER)
1. =0| 345cm, &H 40cm, ZH 76¢m, S 210cn(EE2)
B 8 | WA RS ) 0] 247en, Bt 40en, E01 70en, =2 175en(TAT)
o- 1. =0] 110cm, Z 80cn(ZZ4)
Lt DA STl we 2. =0] 160cm(t2 o)
oe spma) wa | 1o E0I 210cn, B 60cn, EZ 58an(0tel)
oo aT 2. 0] 227cm, Y58, F= 47cn(EA)
; 1. =0| 200cn, 3| 160cn(AILFEZ, A
B =2d | M3 ) o) 200 =2 163en(BIYTER. LA
_ _ 1. &=0| 235¢m, HH| 40cm, S2 160cm(RIACHER)
= = EHA ’
8988 | SEEEF ) 20l 197n, LiH| 48en, 52 173
- 1. =0| 250cm, 4™ 60cn, =X 70cn(REHAD)
39 B | FEMAHEE " o) 170 28 50, Z01 S5en(RBIET)
_ _ 1. 40| 220cm, YT 52cm, ZH 49cn(EHS)
3 FZ | FBM T ) o) 250 9T 60, 2B 43an(©)
PATEIPNES LIREAF B4 | 1. =0| 186en
FESIA St 1. =0] 198cm, =£ 160cm, OfH=E 131cm
1. =0] 117cm, Y™ 42cm, ZH 23cn, H2ZIZ2 92en(HAD
YYS =44 | 2. =0] 118cm, A 43cm, S 29cn, HlSe
102cm(04K})
Mg T | 1. &0] 125¢em, AH 18cm, EH 13en(ZSHHED)
(Sl o) | 2. 0] 120cm, %™ 17cm, SH 13cn(XI5HE)
oo 1. 0| 200cn(2SS54)
EFAl | MER SIHES | ) o) (gsen(eiaa)
EME L [ 1. 20| 132en(E2EE)
A
OiAl ontz mua | 1o 201 200on, S 140cn(zHE0)
STES =TT 19 0] 200cn, £ 140cn(ZEE)
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