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| ABSTRACT |

Meaning of pottery data excavated from

Jeju Yongcheon Cave

Park, ]ae—hyeon*

This paper was written to find the meaning of pottery data excavated
from Jeju Yongcheon Cave. To this end, pottery data was reviewed to
suggest the chronicle and characteristics, and a new conclusion was found
by examining the records of the same period.

Since pottery is a trace of people, the distribution shows that the cave
user group used the entire cave. The types of pottery are limited to
transport and storage containers made during the Unified Silla Period.
Therefore, Jeju Yongcheon Cave became a ‘Distribution Warehouse’ for a
group of Silla merchants who came down to trade with Tamra in the late
8th century or early 9th century, and the excavated potterys are judged to
be a tool for this. The Silla merchant group, the main body of the cave,
brought in products such as rice, alcohol, salt, and iron that were difficult
to produce in Tamra from mainland Silla and stored them in the cave.
And they exchanged special products such as abalone, cow products,
tangerines, seaweed, pearls, and medicinal materials(Torreya nucifera(ff1-),
tortoise shell &) from the locals of Tamra. After that, it is estimated
that these items were resold to the mainland or Japan to make a profit.

In the end, the meaning of pottery materials excavated from Yongcheon

* Jeju Cultural Heritage Institute



M 2¥==2 £ E7| X120l oo| 165

Cave in Jeju is considered to be an important material that provides a
glimpse into the nature of the cave in the trade system between the

merchant group of Silla and Tamra at the time.

Key—words: Jeju Yongcheon Cave, Pottery from the Unified Silla Period, Silla

merchant group, Distribution Warehouse
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