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| ABSTRACT |

Exploring the Jeju Spirit in the Art of Jungkwang

Ko Eun—jin*

A self-described ‘rag’, Jungkwang’s art transcends the east and west of
art, the sacred and the secular. His art fields range from poetry, writing,
and painting to ceramics, performance art, and film. But he had no formal
art education. For this reason, he was excluded from mainstream art circles
and criticism until he was brought to global attention by American
Professor Lewis R. Lancaster.

This paper aims to examine Jungkwang’s life and art, and to explore
the Jeju Spirit in it. Jungkwang's works are often sympathetic to the
natural world of Jeju, where he grew up. He wused unique single
brushstroke for a seamless working style and performance. This is an
expression of his unconscious, untainted by consciousness, through his
Buddhist training as a monk.

Born in Jeju Island in 1934, Jungkwang lived a poor childhood
surrounded by nature, and as a sensitive adolescent, he experienced the 4
*3 massacre and the death of his mother. After becoming monk,
Jungkwang attained enlightenment through his spiritual practice and left
behind many works of art through his unyielding behavior and destruction.

Due to its long isolation, Jeju has a unique sense of community, so

called ‘Kumda spirit’. It combines with the Buddhist idea of compassion to

" Lecturer, Department of Philosophy, Jeju National University
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embrace not only humans but also all natural things as one family, one
household. Jungkwang’s artistic activities show ‘Kumda spirit’ itself.

In addition, his experience of the inhuman killing fields of the 4 +3
massacre and the military dictatorship, combined with his sense of locality,
led to resistance and disruption of existing ideas and value systems. As
such, Jeju Spirit or ‘Kumda’, and the sense of locality had a profound

impact on the Jungkwang and it was the foundation of Jungkwang’s art.

Key—words: Zen, non-hindrance, locality resistance, state violence
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