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Abstract

The viewpoint and responsibility of Jeju moksa reflected in
Tamlabyulgok

Kim, Sae—Mio"

This paper analyzes Tamlabyulgok, the work of lyrics by Jeong Eoun—Yoo. Different
from the previous approach to this work, this paper looks into the work by highlighting
the ways by which Jeju is viewed as well as taking the humanity of the perspectives of
Jeju. From the humanity of the perspectives of Jeju, I first looks at the status of Jeju
moksa (administrative post during Chosun dynasty).

Unlike the other regions’ mok, Jeju moksa was chong 2 pum amun (a government
officer post which is the junior second grade of the second rank) to which the post of a
marine defence officer was additionally imposed. Jeju moksa was mainly in charge of
appointing competent military officers. As Jeong Eoun—Yoo being a civil servant, he
started to write with a fear for taking a responsibility to defend Jeju Island. Afterwards,
Jeong Eoun—Yoo identified the reality of the island by making an extensive tour and
relieved starving people of the island.

Tamlabyulgok covered extensive pages discussing relief, which indicates that the key
subject of it is relief. The relief policy of Jeju Island was intensely made after the
natioanl order of banning sailing to the mainland, this being enacted during the king
Incho period of Chosun dynasty. Relieving Jeju islanders was fundamentally important to
the island’s administrative officers. This is because relief policy was directly linked to
the islanders’ lives. Tamlabyulgok discussed significantly tangerines and horses that were
the island’s major offerings to the King. Jeong’s discussing tangerines and horses can be
read as reminding him the offering responsibility as Jeju moksa. This is also for
reminding the hard works of Jeju people for the offering duty. From the offering
products, he was able to read the blood and sweat of Jeju people. This all leads to the
key subject of his loving spirit of people.

The last part of Tamlabyulgok expresses classical scholars’ taste for arts. In order to

interpret this part, I approaches it from the standpoint of viewing Jeju at those days.

* Jeju Cultural Center instructor
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While officers sent to the island by the central government felt significant responsibility
as an officer, they also appreciated Jeju in terms of enjoying arts due to Jeju being far
away from the central place of Chosun. I interpret the last part as a mind of Jeju
island’s officers loving and enjoying arts. As information regarding Jeju becoming
abundant, such trend in which officers enjoying arts has developed that Jeju is a
destination wishing to visit one day. Summarizing synthetically what have been discussed
so far, we can conclude that Tamlabyulgok by Jeong Eoun—Yoo is the work that
describes the duty of Jeju island’s officers and classical scholars’ loving and enjoying

spirits for Jeju Island’s landscape.

Key Words : Jeong Eoun—Yoo, Tamlabyulgok, relief, Mokmingwon(governor), Jeju Moksa.
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