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Abstract

The study on tracing the history of overseas chinese in Jeju(Jeju Hwagyo) and

their cultural heritage

Yang Se Young, Shim Kyu Ho, Hou Lin, Shin Jae Kyung,
Kim Eun Young, Kim Kyu Tae

This study aims to lay the groundwork for revitalizing relationship with Jeju
and China by tracing the origin and formation process of Jeju Hwagyo society and

further expand the horizon of Korean Hwagyo history.

According to records, the first time when the Jeju Hwagyo came to Jeju was in
1909, and there were five from three households. For 110 years since then, Jeju
Hwagyo has been a member of Jeju society with Jeju residents. However, little

research has been done on Jeju Hwagyo

When they first came in, they worked as a woodworker and a stoneworker,
and participated in the construction of Jeju's main public buildings. And in the
Japanese occupation, Jeju Hwagyo actively supported the commercial activities
through running textile stores, miscellaneous stores, and Chinese restaurants.
At the end of Japanese colonial rule, the Sino-Japanese War brought the Chinese
community back to its home country, but after liberation and the Korean War, the
Chinese society was restored. Since 1950, the Jeju Hwagyo have been operating
mainly Chinese restaurants to mark the beginning of Jeju's restaurant culture,
and have served as a channel for the transfer of Chinese culture. Some of the
important families of Jeju Hwagyo in those days include Yang, Wang, Huh and
Sohn.

The Jeju Hwagyo Primary School served as a cultural center for Jeju Hwagyo,
but it was recently closed and needs to come up with a plan to use it in the future.
The historical significance of Jeju Hwagyo are as follows: 1) they demonstrated the

pioneering spirit and ability of environmental adaptation 2] they carried out certain



social responsibilities for Jeju communities; 3) they served as a pioneering model
for Jeju's multicultural society; 4) they provided historical contents needed for

Jeju-China relationships.

As such, even though Jeju Hwagyo have made many contributions to the
community, they have been subjected to political, economic, social and institutional
discrimination and disadvantages, and regulations still remain. Since the
establishment of diplomatic ties between Korea and China in 1992, the task is
to harmonize between the old Hwagyo and new Hwagyo who are flowing in from
China.

The construction of a memorial hall is necessary to commemorate the Jeju
Hwagyo ,and above all, the special ordinance by The Jeju Special Self-Governing
Government on the Jeju Hwagyo should be enacted for making a new face as a city
of peace and internationalization as well as the promotion of the human rights of

the Jeju Hwagyo.
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