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Abstract

Resilience of 4-3 Victim

Han Sang Hee, Kang Nam-gyu, Kim Jong-min

Keywords : Social environment of Jeju Island, 4.3victim, resilience, multilateral

interaction, trauma, social adaptation, guilt-by-association, life stage

Objectives

This research aimed to define the concept of resilience through the life history
of Jeju 4.3 victims following the context of their traumatic experiences. Thus, this
research studied how much the political and social change impact on Jeju 4.3

victim's resilience.

Methodology

This research conducted qualitative research with an in-depth interview for a
life history follow-up. The research team interviewed eleven participants who are
over 70 years old. Especially the seven participants from eleven were the people
who had an interview with the principal researcher during the period for 4.3 truth
investigation and its damage since the 1990s. Therefore, it was able to understand
the level of sociopsychological resilience following their life cycle and the political-
social changes. This study focused on an aspect of the multilateral interaction
that the resilience is a process of adaptation through the interaction between the
environmental factors such as individual, family, social community and social

system.



Result

The research found the following factors that influenced the victim's resilience.
First of all, the research focused on 4.3 victim's progress of resilience before the
democratic movement. As a result, the resilience of 4.3 victims made its progress
overcoming the social environment by the active life (i.e. a stowing way to Japan,
frugalness life with mother, reclamation of the life) or relying on a supporter i.e.
remarriage, kinship). Secondly, the civic competency impacted on the 4.3 victim's
resilience which enhanced by the democratic movement since 1987. The research
confirmed that the civic competency changed the community’s awareness, and it
helped the victim's psychological stability. Finally, among the political and social
changes, the political camp's changes such as the establishment of 4.3 Special Law
and the apologies on Jeju 4.3 given by President Roh directly influenced 4.3 victim's
resilience. The political transformation impacted not only on the truth investigation
of 4.3 but also the community awareness and social system. In conclusion, this

research found that these changes influence an individual's resilience.

Discussion

The resilience of 4.3 victims progressed through the political and social
atmosphere had been changed to democratic, which lead to changes in the
community’s awareness and system. Therefore, the improvement of the resilience
needs democratic changes such as the transformation of the political camp.
Secondly, the changes in the community's awareness were one of the critical
factors to improve resilience. Therefore, sustainable civic education and its system
are needed for changing civil society through the various association's solidarity.
Thirdly, even though the political and social changes served as a factor that
influenced the 4.3 victim's resilience, the revision of 4.3 Special Law that includes
the defeasance of the court-martial, compensation and reparation is needed.
Finally, further discussion on the issue of 4.3 is essential to connect the heritage
of historical lesson from 4.3 and the improvement of peace and human rights

awareness, civic education, and unification education in various fields of society.
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