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Abstract

Geographical —Historical Research on the Journey of
Lee Bang—Ik

Kwon, Moo—II"

The purpose of this essay is to study historical evidence on Lee
Bang—ik's long journey across China for nine months after he was
cast away on the coast of China. This historical research is mainly
based on close examination of the literature such as Pyohaerok and
Pyohaega written by Lee Bang—ik, and Seobangeeiksa by Park
Jee—Won, and also conducted by exploring the historic sites
mentioned in the literature. Lee Bang—ik (1757~1801) who was in
government service visited Bukchon—Ii in Jeju Island on September
1796 in order to move the grave of his mother at Udo Island. On
the way back, he and his group encountered a storm and was adrift.
After sixteen days of drift, they finally arrived at Penghu Island on
the coast of Taiwan, and was interrogated by the government
official. But Lee gallantly told them about his position in Chosun as
a public official, and as a result was treated as such. After that, his
group were transferred to Xiamen in China and were praised by
Chinese people for participating in Zhuzi auditorium. They were so
warmly welcomed by local people wherever they go, and some
Chinese people liked their clothes. They also walked across
Xianxialing, the border between Fujian and Zhejian, and also visited

scenic spots. And also they stop by famous temples in Hanzhou and

* Story writer, History writer
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Suyjou. Lee reported what he had experienced to the King Jeongjo,
who was very impressed by all this. But Park Jee Won thought that
Lee’s testimony was not correct in many respects, and tried to
confirm Lee’s testimony, on the basis of some Chinese literature.
Pyohaega and Pyohaerok) are the essays Lee wrote about his
experiences in China. The latter contains more detailed and
substantial information than the former. But still there are many
parts that are hard to understand for many reasons. Our research
team followed Lee Bang—Ik's journey, and supplemented our
research data through correspondence with some Chinese scholars
and their works. Eventually, I found out that Lee Bang—Ik's essays

are closer to the truth than Park Jee—Won’s essay.

Keywords : Lee Bang—ik, Penghu Island, Xianxiagudao, Park

Jee—Won, Jinshansi.
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