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Characteristics of Traditional Rural Settlement Landscapes:
A Comparative Study of Stone Cultural Landscapes Reflecting
Natural Environment in Jeju Island and Pico Island*
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Abstract: The purpose of this study is to examine how Jeju Island and Pico Island, which have stone culture
landscape under the similar natural environment of volcanic island, formed unique rural settlement landscape
in different cultural and historical contexts and to compare the characteristics of landscape elements. We
compared the physical environment and stone cultural landscape elements of each island through literature
review and field surveys. As a result it was identified that the stone cultural heritage that constitutes the
stone cultural landscape of both areas had material similarity in that all of them were made of basalt rocks.
Morphological similarity between cultural heritage of the two islands for similar uses was also identified.
Regarding the stone walls, functional similarity was verified in that the walls in both islands were used to
protect crops from sea breeze and to build boundaries of private land. The distinctive features of the two
landscapes were resulted from the fundamentally different geological ages and the development of the soil,
as well as the unique cultural and historical background of each region, and the difference in accessibility
from mainland and the history of settlement.

Key Words: Jeju Island, Pico Island, stone cultural landscape, natural landscape, rural settlement landscape.
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