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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of the Buddhist art in Jeju
which has rarely been in the mainstream discussions about the Korean art by focusing on the statues of Jabok
Mireuk, or Maitreya of Wealth and Fortune.

The Buddhist art in Jeju reached its heyday during the late phase of the Goryeo period (918-1392). The imperial
court of Yuan (1271-1368) established Beophwasa, one of its guardian temples which was also a “complementary
temple” of Goryeo (918-1392). In 1296, the community of monks based in Myoryeonsa Temple published the Jeju
edition of the Buddhist canon granted by the royal court of Goryeo, contributing to the foundation of the island’s
academic culture. Other items representing the heyday of the Buddhist art of Jeju include the Vajra Guardian
carved on the greenschist pagoda of Sujeongsa Temple built during the late Goryeo period and the Five-story
Stone Pagoda of Bultapsa Temple made from the locally obtained basalt rock during the early 14" century.

The Buddhist art of Jeju during the Joseon period (1392-1910) is represented by Jabok Mireuk, or Maitreya of

Wealth and Fortune, a pair of stone statues of Maitreya Buddha carved to feature three aspects of the Maitreya

£ 0N ‘LG Jo/ SalpniS Qﬁé’J/JQH jeinyn?) jo jeuinor uealioy JvrvmMmHNNN

worship spread among the local folks in the period. Each of the statues is in a peaked cap and official’s robe and
characterized by bulging eyes comparable to those of the Buddhist guardian deities such as the Vajra guardian
who were designed to protect a sacred area against evil forces. The Maitreya statues provide valuable sources of
knowledge about the types of Maitreya adopted by the worshippers of local folk religion in the Joseon period.

The Jabok Mireuk statues in Jeju can be easily compared with the Two Rock-carved Standing Buddhas in
Yongmi-ri, Paju (1471), and the two standing stone Buddhas in Daeseongsa Temple in Okcheon (ca 1491) and on
the Sipsinsa Temple site in Gwangju in that they all wear peaked caps in the “treasure canopy” style which gained
popularity during the early Joseon period. One may conclude then that these statues are related with the Neo-
Confucian elites who wanted the Joseon dynasty they established to prosper under the auspices of the Buddha of
the Future. Interestingly, the enshrinement of the stone Buddha of Daeseongsa Temple is presumed to have been
participated by Yuk Han who had served as the Governor (Moksa) of Jeju, suggesting its connection with the

Jabok Mireuk despite the regional difference in their style.

Keywords Jeju Buddhist art, Ja-Bok, Bok-sin Maitreya statues, Paju Yongmiri statues, Okcheon Daesongsa Buddhist statue
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