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A Plan to Utilize Independence Movement Historic
Sites in Jeju Region

Kang, Man-Ik*

This study analyzes the independence movements carried out by 148
persons of distinguished service to independence in Jeju region and suggests
a method to utilize independence movement historical sites. The result of
this study and issues for further study are as follows:

First, as of December 2017, there are 148 people recognized as the
person of distinguished service to independence in Jeju region, and they
account for only 30% of the total number of 505 independence movement
participants. Thus, it is necessary to investigate the evidence to help the
unrecognized persons who account for up to approximately 70% of the total
independence movement participants.

Second, in 2009, Jeju National University Museum surveyed 40
independence movement historic sites, which accounts for no more than 27%
of the total historical sites. Considering that the independence movement
historic sites have been damaged and destroyed, it is necessary for Jeju
Special Self-Province or Jeju Anti-Japanese Memorial Museum officials to
organize a survey budget, secure professional manpower, and gradually
increase the historic site survey. The findings of the historic site survey will
help maintaining the identity of local residents, and serve as a village asset

and historic asset of Jeju Province.

* Teacher, Jeju-Jungang Girl’s High School.
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Third, it is necessary to find materials to prove the activities of
independence activists. To this end, it is necessary to put in experts
specialized in independence movement history and to find materials on the
persons who participated in Patriotic Enlightenment Movement, Cultural
Movement, New Education Movement and others but failed to be recognized
as the person of distinguished service to independence. In particular, it is
necessary to find materials about Kang Pyeong-guk, who was a female
independence activist, Im Do-hyeon, who was a Jeju anti-Japan pilot, and
the people involved in the Fishermen’s Struggle Against Japanese in Chujado
Island.

Fourth, it is necessary to change the recognition of independence
movement historic sites. It is necessary to brand the sites and make them ‘a
place to visit” or ‘a place to stay’ by revitalizing the entire sites rather than
just to keep them as historic sites or cultural properties.

Fifth, it is necessary to develop history tourism products and services
related to dark tourism, establish anti-Japan independence movement
archives, develop storytelling and historical and cultural contents, and
establish a youth patriot camp by utilizing the independence movement
historic sites. Further, it is worth establishing the networks between historic
sites and civil societies, fostering the commentators of anti-Japan
independence movement history, and linking the regeneration of old
downtowns and the revitalization of villages in Jeju.

Sixth, it is required to strengthen the role of Jeju anti-Japanese Memorial
Museum. Approximately 350 people who participated in the independence
movement are not yet recognized as persons of distinguished service to
independence due to the lack of evidence. In order to help them to be
recognized as persons of distinguished service to independence, Jeju
anti-Japanese Memorial Museum should actively hold independence
movement-related academic seminars, establish a support system for
independence movement researchers, and expand the employment of

independence movement history specialists as curators, beyond performing
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facilities maintenance and repair.

Finally, in order to protect and preserve Jeju independence movement
historic sites, the following are needed: the active involvement of the
residents in villages where historic sites are located; the participation of
youth and students; and great efforts of civil societies, Jeju history research

groups, Jeju Research Institute and Jeju Anti-Japanese Memorial Museum.

Key words : Independence Movement Historic Site, Persons of distinguished service to independence, Jeju

Anti-Japanese Memorial Museum, Dark Tourism.
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