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A Study on Jeju Island's Circular Dwelling
from the Perspective of 'Tradition and Change

Park, Gyeong-Min(Jeju Island Cultural Heritage institute)

This study is on circular pit dwellings found in Jeju Island that takes a critical
approach to the conventional method of cultural interpretation.

Circular dwellings of Jeju Island have been studied within the category of Songgukri
culture or type. The archaeological culture or type that we establish, and the fixed
substance that we believe to be reflecting them, both change constantly, which is why
it is difficult to assume the corresponding relationship between the two. If there is an
objective substance to archaeological culture or type, it must exist regardless of us, but in
fact it is revealed only when we approach it with a certain purpose.

Although the Songgukri culture of Jeju Island is said to have continued after AD
(Anno Domini), in fact it is only the circular dwellings that continued, not the entire
culture. In particular, it can be said that the only component that continued is an
element of it, the circular form of floor plan. Cultural identity must be perceived not as
a fixed substance but as a ‘process’ or ‘phenomenon’ that constantly changes according
to tradition and context. Just because a single element of a specific material culture
continues does not mean that the identity as an objective substance is fully conveyed.
Therefore, we cannot easily say that the Songgukri culture of Jeju Island has continued
as the basic culture of Tamna.

Moreover, it is likely that circular dwellings increased along with the emergence of
Wonhyeong-Jeomtodae-Pottery, but this does not necessary lead to a conclusion of
a successful settlement of the group of pottery with clay stripes that pursued various
economic activities for subsistence. Local elements are found in the relics and artifacts
of the time, and thus it is not reasonable to assume the migration groups with the

emergence of a few new elements such as pottery with round clay stripes.
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Circular dwellings in Jeju Island have changed in various contexts in time and space
for a thousand years. This is why the identity of the Songgukri culture cannot be
regarded simply as a medium that leads to Tamna. We must set aside the special status
given to the typical relics or artifacts for a while, and take a look at them within various

contexts.

Key words : Jeju Island, Circular dwelling, Songgukri culture, migration groups, Context
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