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[Abstract]

"A Study on Shamanism Myth and Ritual in Jeju Island

Through Pathos Discourse"

Ji Youn, Kang

Depar tments of Korean Linguistic and Literature

Sogang Yniversity

This study discusses on the meaning of creation of myth and its
discourse, focusing on Pathos appeared in shamanism myth and ritual in Jeju
Island. Pathos is a factor which is unconditionally required in myths and
rituals. This is core mechanism to understand shamanism and its culture in
Jeje Island. Mythical study based on Pathos is different from a number of
preexisting studies focusing on Mythos or Logos which have been normally
accepted in academic field as they seek the essence of rituals realized in
Pathos and search the level of preconditions’ meaning in myths. As the
result of this study it is found that Pathos is rather a backbone than a
subsidiary to discourse in shamanism myths and rituals.

This study concentrates on explanation of the logic of Pathos,
recognizing the importance of the role and value of Pathos. Pathos is some

kind of mass that is undividable by nature. From that perspective, it is



required to describe the model of coherent logic of Pathos. In this case,
the methodology of the semiotics of passions is applied in order to verify
a hypothesis this study argues. Passions granted to mythical being works
for motivation of holiness which gives a impetus to action. The god, people
worship, fulfills his obligations for people. Furthermore, it is argued
that the rituals, in which people call the god, creates a certain Pathos
discourse which influences on establishment of a social and cultural
discourse. In these contexts, each part of the dissertation deals with a
semiotic process of Pathos, structural analysis on passion of myth and

rituals and, in the end, deep study on cultural meaning of it.

In chapter 2, principles of semiotic process, where Pathos is
managed in myth and rituals is discussed. This is a myth which is consisted
with language and, at the same time, actions of rituals. The meaning of
discussion created by myth and rituals certainly requires Pathos, the
interpretation. Here, Pathos works for interpretation of belief that the
aim of ritual, a holy story, will be realized. Rituals express wishes of
people to god and let people have general Pathos of belief to salve the

problems.

This discussion starts from the prerequisite that modal arrangement of
mythical characteristics in bonpuri is called in discourse of rituals and
influences on the creation of discourse of Pathos. bonpuri, which has weak
interrelationship between the aims of rituals and contents of bonpuri, has
a very weak code to consist of narrative of rituals. The main theme of

chapter 2 divides Pathos into four categories which is made of passions of
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rituals and myth, considering the contextof wholerituals.In Myth, the
subject of passion is metical being, who performs the god” s obligation.

Phenomenon is divided into two: confrontation and non-confrontation.
This depends upon the situation of subject of passions in the relationship
between subject and anti-subject, who interrupts god” s performance. This
study also seek the meaning of internal physical body of shaman, who use
various signals to deliver Pathos, as a venue where the passions place.
Physical body among various signals consisting of the body of shaman is
covered with his sense of identity. The body of shaman, as a receiver of
god” s will and, at the same time, as a sender, reveals the passions of
rituals. According to five phases of diagram of passions, creation and
process of change of passions is discussed.

Chapter 3 mainly focused on understanding the creation of Pathos
discourse and its logic based on rituals. Four modal arrangements
identified in bonpuri categories above have Pathos about Ilife, evil,
abundance, misfortune in rituals. In bonpuri, Mythical main characteristic
is assigned his obligation through the confrontation. This shows the
absolute dignity of god and process of acquisition of capacity related to
god” s obligation. In consequence, the process of conflicts and solution
caused by confrontation is understood as a kind of rituals. On the other
hand, in case of passions of natural tendency of mythical being or passions
given from the environment of the subject, mythical being shows stronger
passions. As a result, it is found from the discussion in chapter 3 that
passions are related to the value, mythical being seeks, and actions
including passions are also related to sacred gift and function of god.

In chapter 4, message from discourse is identified that contributes

- 1III -



to shaman faith and culture from Pathos focusing on discourse community
which passes down the myth and rituals. The stronger discourse of Pathos
is, the higher religious, social and cultural status shaman has. The
essence of Shaman culture is the absolute faith of community consisted
based on Pathos discourse. There are three key point found from the
discussion

First, shaman culture is formed leaning on the authority of Pathos. It also
contributes to consolidate a sense of fellowship of faith community.
Participants in rituals understand the message of rituals
throughsel f-acceptance perception. |In this process, Pathos works as a
catalyst. Pathos deliver the message confirming convention and order of
shaman culture, having self-acceptance perception.

Second, as semantic elements of myth and rituals are accepted for
Pathos, it rather operates as standard of action and creates cultural norms
than only covers with awareness. This norm is not confirmed by certain
contents which is fixed and unchangeable. The order is rather fixed as the
faith from Pathos rules over experiences of people. Taboo is a taboo not
because of the real contents but because of the displeasure people try to
avoid.

Third, rituals has its value depends upon social approval of
community and group problem solving as well as the satisfaction, meeting
individuals’ wishes. According to Victor Turnmer, communities face crisis
when there is a crack among norms and rules. In this moment, rituals have a
characteristic of social drama which have a power to overcome the crisis.
The Logic of Pathos precedes duty of ethics in order to seek reconciliation

and prevention breaking up of community. It works for foundation of social

_IV_



order.

As explained above, this study analysis on new level which is
revealing meaning of discourse from myth and rituals. This is meaningful as
it fills vacuum that has not been deeply studied yet. The vaguemeaning
level of tension and sense is described by stages here by suggesting the
methodology of semiotics of passions. Through this, hypothesis of discourse

which embodies myth and rituals is established and verified.

keyword: Bonpuri of Jeju island, Shamanism, Myth, rituals, Pathos,
Mechanism, Structure of Pathos, Discourse of Pathos, The Semiotics of
Passions, Modal regulation of being, Modal Arrangements, semiotic process,

Sacred, Discourse community, Self acception perception, Social drama
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40) 288w, "3 7]13s8t,;, HUEBOOKs, 2015, 15%,

_‘]9_



olH g Aol AElsl= AAE Axd F9 @ By, AL Hde =g
E AAACE HAZE F UAEF At ALY 71882 ojHde FxF9 7%
oA o] QIAEA HES ou|atr, 7158t A A7t deEle Jhsde HHE
o 2 Hrhhk=t} 4D

a#etaE T3z o)u &(Semantique structurale)42);(1966)oll A1 ojm] A el 7]
2 2ds AASA e, ole A5 SHEREH T3 T3 FHE odA= ¥
&l Aol w7t AAE= AAES AAF Aotk a-d Ado 71E58he

F91E 4] olTolA olgut 7

p

>
o o
A
2
o
i
B
N
N
do
i)
¢
=

=

Mo

I up2rt xﬂ/\lﬁ& @%gir‘fﬂ x5 %ﬂ%-?%igl olPsts HHS
P2 g stk AFE F3 99 ouE YAE e 7] FRE ol FH,
F3lol A oulsts 7kX AAE EAT £ ok o3 JFXE0] §‘r 9 el A
£ A 4oz AAE ol AT w3} 29E vishete] Ash Byol
2ta e Zol ESFTE 2T o AN PRE I FTRAAAM AR T
Z2 oA e ou] Fxo| HAE =gHoE HAFJYTH, oA Fde 7153}

41) o= FEe Zleste] FAHYo] NS Hedh Zo] =kt V]este) #4
= Bso F9oIM AAle, @A, 22| Aelste] e " tideldt AR E4
of thet 7l=std Ads 7hssl ot & A9 7leste e FALE Al FA Atolof &
Mate A7 AL sk olojatgo] #AS AF A71n Atk ®§ Y J)sshe 17t
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42) Greimas, Algirdas Julien(1966), Semantique structurale : recherche de methode,
Paris: Larousse. (trans.) Daniele McDowell, Ronald Schleifer, Alan Velie(1983),
Structural semantics : an attempt at a method, University of Nebraska Press.
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5559 Ast AAEA AA A
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45) A. J. Greimas & Fontanile(1991), op. cit. p.23.
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48) 1b1d, p.23.
49) ibid, p.23.
50) ibid, pp.23~24.
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of2] oJu7} Sof 9lon 53] ‘som-'Olah= AFolof= iﬂEJrL o] €A Qo o]& TX
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61) ibid, p.34.
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