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ABSTRACT

Research on The Expressive Style of Pine Tree Paintings

in The Late Chosun Dynasty

Jae-Bong Go

Traditional Paintings Major

Dept. of Traditional Paintings and
Calligraphy

Graduate School of Traditional Art
Kyunggi University

Directed by prof. Gwang—-Chun Lee

The history of the pine tree painting is quite long. In addition to the
landscapes in Chosun Dynasty, the tree that protected the town in
Dangun Mythology and the North wall drawings of the 1st tomb, Jinpary
in Gogurye Dynasty prove it. The oldest painting in literature would be
“Old Pine Tree” that Solgeo drew on the wall of Hwangryong temple in
Shilla Dynasty. Even though it would not be handed down, the mythical
stories arising from realistic descriptions and expressions are well known
to everybody all through the ages. In our culture, the pine tree has
another meaning beyond the formative beauty.

The pine tree has been deeply put down its roots in a variety of
Korean spiritual cultures such as ideology, religion, literature, and art.

The pine tree was expressed as the home site guardian god in
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mythology and the god who protect the town in a shamanist custom.
The pine tree is also the one of the ten long lived ones, so it symbolized
the “longevity.” As it persists in cold winter without losing its green
color, it was compared to the virtue of honorable man like integrity and
fidelity which were regarded as the most precious values of human.

The describing method of the pine tree appeared in the collections of
arts from Gorye to Chosun Dynasty is various when we look over the
tall pine and the old pine as a materials for arts. We could know that
the shape of a pine tree described like this, that is, the power, the feeling
of changeable figure, and the elegance are suitable for the subject of
drawing arts. It could be understood that just right this feeling of figure
corresponded with the images made the history of arts of elements of
pine tree. Finally, the pine tree would be appeared as the essential and
important materials in arts.

As we review the pine tree drawings in the late Chosun Dynasty, we
could recognize the several elements as followings. The remarkable ones
among them are some masters by Jungsun. He created the realistic
expressive techniques that described the object perfectly same as the real
one by sketching and his original ‘Geomjae pine tree’. Furthermore, he
expressed the pine tree as a separate material or a subject of the scene
to describe the landscape for real in his masters, <Snow Pine Tree>,
<The hermit with a sword> by Lee, Insang, pines were expressed as a
symbolic medium of Confucian Integrity and Constancy because they

would not wither even in severe winter of snow and keep their graceful
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figures and shapes.

Lee, Inmoon, <Gosongyousukwando> made <The enjoyable talk in the
pine wood by the stream> which was the standardized material and
commonly used at ‘Namjonghwa' in late Chosun dynasty, into the new
state in this field with his own, unique composition and touch.

Chusa Kim, Junghee combined the formative core of Namjonghwa with
the real existent experience of Jeju exile, and returned it to more
fundamental and essential limit. After then, he expressed the characterized
and elegant spectacle landscapes that were based on the old ones, but it
opened the new world by projecting his calligraphic touch with long
efforts.

The purpose of this research is to make the arts nourished in these
days by discussing the aesthetic consciousness through consideration and
research of the meanings of the pine tree drawings that contain the

unique values in our drawings and our ancestors’ aesthetic consciousness.
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