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Abstract

Abstract

The Cultural-Historical Value of <Bonpuri of the
Common Gods> from Jeju Mythology

Choa Hye kyung - Choi Won oh

<Bonpuri of the Common Gods>(mythological stories about the gods)
are recognized as world heritage and they are chanted by a shaman
during the <Jeju Great Gut>(a shamanic ritual). As the stories have the
potential to be utilized as cultural contents, it is imperative to uncover
and preserve them. This study aims to analyze their cultural and
mythological traits as examined through research on the Bonpuri of the
common gods to extract their symbolic meaning and discover their
cultural-historical values. <Bonpuri of the Common Gods> contains
various stories about the gods including ‘Cheonjiwang Bonpuri’, a story
about Cheonjiwang who established the order of the universe. There is
also “Chogong god Bonpuri’, about the ancestor of a shaman who
established the procedures of shamanic rituals. ‘Igong god Bonpuri’ is the
story of an official who managed a flower garden of people’s lives which
governs life and death and is regarded as akin to Western heaven. Then
there is ‘Samseung Halmang’ who oversees birth, and ‘Gusamseung
Halmang (Donheeyowang)” who oversees children’s death, and then

‘Daebyeolsang’ who brings disease and makes people ugly.

There are even more stories in addition to this such as ‘Gamunjang-agi’
who teaches people to carve their own destiny and ‘Samgong god ’, a god

of destiny. ‘Chasa Bonpuri” is the story of Gangnim who is a messenger
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who takes the dead to the Otherworld. There are further stories about
gods that reside in households and look after family members including
one about Nam Seonbi, Missus Yeosan, Noiljeodae, and seven son gods

who appear in the ‘Munjeon Bonpuri'.

Other stories in addition to this include: ‘Segyeong Bonpuri’ about
Jacheongbi, the agricultural goddess; ‘Chilseong Bonpuri’, about a snake
god that brings wealth to people; ‘Jijang Bonpuri’, the story of a Jigang
goddess who delivers spirits in hell to heaven by overcoming misfortune;
and ‘Menggam Bonpuri’ which tells the story of ‘Samanee’” who was

sacrificed as a charm against evil influence in life.

The stories in <Bonpuri of the Common Gods> contain the universal
order, the meaning of the creation of the world, and the principles of
human life. They also exemplify the Korean perspective on the next world
and express the lives of female characters who overcome hardship.
Ultimately, all of the stories have become the foundation for a culture of

reconciliation between humans, and humans and gods.

Transmitted only orally, Jeju's <Bonpuri of the Common Gods> is
worthy of cross-cultural studies with other East Asian ethnic groups such
as the Manju in northeastern China, the Nakhi in Yunnan, China, and the

Ainu in Hokkaido, Japan.

Supporting policies are required in order to preserve Jeju mythology
(especially Bonpuri of the Common Gods) and continue to transmit the
traits of ‘now - the present’ within it. Academic research on the value and

significance of intangible cultural heritage is needed as well.

Female characters within Jeju shamanic mythology are adored as
goddesses thanks to their accomplishments in overcoming hardship as
seen in the examples of ‘Jacheongbi’ who is the main character in
‘Segyeong Bonpuri’ and is regarded as having introduced farming culture

into Jeju. Another example is ‘Gamunjangagi’ in ‘Samgong Bonpuri.’
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Abstract

Although they had to endure a tough life due to their outstanding
abilities or their strong self-assertiveness, they are eventually recognized as

cultural heroines by overcoming hardship and their altruistic deeds.

These heroines provide the foundation for Jeju women’s maternity
which allows them to rebuild their lives alongside their families in times

of chaos and rapid change.

There are only a few shamans who can fully chant the Bonpuri of the
Common Gods which contains Jeju people’s life and philosophy. It seems
that there will be ever fewer chances for them to chant the stories in the
future. Therefore, it is necessary to provide space to distribute the stories
by adapting them into readable narratives to be more easily transmitted

and enjoyed.
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