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Abstract

Study on Postcards under the theme

of Modern Jeju Island, Korea

- Focusing on the <KO Sung-il Collection> -

Ranging over Jeju Island-themed postcards(AF219A] in Korean / #GHEHs
ehagaki in Japanese) issued and circulated during the Japanese colonial rule,
this study focuses on the history of Jeju Island’s <visual information
documentation> produced in the context of Japanese imperialism culture
industry.

From the Late Period of Joseon to the Japanese colonial period, photo
postcards were issued in large volumes on the Korean peninsula including
Jeju Island. During this period, these postcards were produced and
circulated as a means of colonial rule while showing off the colonial
modernity.

Nevertheless, no one can deny the fact that these postcards contain the
undeniable worth in terms of cultural resources such as physical evidence
or place of past human activity(site, structure, landscape, lifestyle, object or
natural feature of significance to a group of people traditionally associated
with it).

In terms of contents, these postcards took a vital role as imperialist
propaganda tools and means to promote local Korean life and culture on a
nationwide scale. Meanwhile, tourism postcards as well as postcards in
response to the individual aesthetic taste(color, design, composition, symbol
etc) also emerged for the Japanese. At the same time these postcards

played a significant role as communication media(information transmission).

This study was conducted in cooperation with Mr. KO Sung-il,

postcards collector, Korean resident in Japan. He has about 5,000 postcards
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Abstract

with the theme of modern Korea. About 70 postcards of them are modern
Jeju-themed ones. Therefore, this study introduces and focuses on them,

and aims to lay the foundation for modern Jeju postcards research.

To be specific, this study covers the following subjects.

O Creating a database(DB) of modern Jeju-themed postcards among so
called <KO Sung-il Collection> by identifying each postcard’s contents,
publisher, issuance period, printing type etc.

O Examining background of the establishment of modern postal system as
well as the birth of postcards in Modern Age of Korea.

O Identifying and investigating postcard publishers(6 places) which had
been handling Jeju-themed postcards in the period of Japanese colonial
rule.

O Introducing the representative Japanese figures who visited and
recorded Modern Jeju, using postcards as communication media. For
example, Ryuzo Torii(1870~1953), Japanese anthropologist, ethnologist,
archaeologist and folklorist visited Jeju island in 1914 and sent a
Jeju-themed postcard to his colleague in Tokyo University, informing
his field trip progress in Jeju island.

O Introducing various wuse cases of modern(colonized) Korea-themed
postcards in the current cultural context in Korea. Based on this, this
investigation seeks to find ways to contribute to Jeju studies and its
community.

O Ultimately, this study raises issues on practice of managing cultural
resources, such as physical evidence or place of past human activity in
modern Jeju, suggesting ways of collecting, reinterpreting, preserving

and valuating them.

Key Words : Modern Jeju(ZthAl5F), <KO Sung-il Collection>, Japanese
colonial period, Modern Jeju-themed postcards, propaganda,
tourism, media, visual information documentation, culture

industry, cultural resources.
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