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Abstract

A Study on Town Castles of the Chosun
Period in Islands

By
Aang, Du-Yong

Dept. of Archeological Art History
Graduate School, Dong-A University

Busan, Korea

Geopolitically, Korea is a peninsular country. Town castles in the islands of
the country are located at places where maritime powers had to first pass to
advance into the continent. Especially in the southern and western parts of
the country, town castles in islands were not only main military bases, but
also administrative posts.

According to their geomorphological and geographical locations, town castles
in local islands are largely classified into five, or level and inland, level and
coastal, hilly and coastal, hilly and inland, and mountainous and inland
castles. Meanwhile, shapes of those castles, when seen with their plane
figures, can be classified into square, circular and irregular shapes.

The town castles in islands were not so different in how to be built from
town castles in the mainland of the country because they were, in most
cases, built up after TChukseong Sindos was published in the 20th year of
King Sejong’s reign(1438).

Town castles in local islands are larger than those in the mainland of the
country in size, especially in circumference and height. As one of the

subsidiary facilities of town castle, chiseong can be classified into four
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according their shapes, or square, rectangular, quadrate and semi-cirucular
chiseongs. The semi-circular chiseong is found only in Jindo Town Castle and
chiseongs of the other three shapes are found in all the other town castles in
local islands. Regarding the dimension of chiseong, the length and width of
chiseong in town castles of the mainland and yeong * jin * bo castles each are
respectively 5 to 6 meters in average, while those of chiseong in each of the
town castles in islands, more than 10 meters. In terms of the number of
gates, each of the town castles in islands has 3 gates, but town castles of
the mainland and yeong - jin * bo castles each has 2 to 4 gates. There are
not so big different between town castles in local islands and mainland in
ongseong, haeja and yeojang.

Under the national defense system in the Chosun period, there were 14
castles, 9 beacons, 4 yomangdaes, 1 camp, 12 jinbos, most of which were
actually in form of high ground, 54 high grounds, and 8 batteries in
Ganghwa Island as a region nearest to the mainland and, as coastal regions,
1 town castle, 7 camps, 6 beacons in Geoje Island and 1 town castle, 4
fortresses and 4 beacons in Namhae Island and 1 town castle, 2 fortresses
and 6 beacons in Jin Island and, as a region in the open sea, 3 town castles,

9 fortresses, 25 beacons and 38 yeondaes in Jeju Island.
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