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ABSTRACT

A Study on Female Mythemes in the Korean Oral Folk

Songs

by
Cha, Ka—Hee

Dept. of Korean Lang&Lit
Graduate School, Dong-A University
Pusan, Korea

This study aims to investigate some types of female mythemes in the Korean mythical
narratives, to research the structures of the narratives and their meaning, and to draw their
female archetype from them.

It can be said that the myth is the products of speculation and the universal history of a nation
which tells the way of national thinking and thoughts in the primitive age and the desirable norm
of life by employing the power of gods. This study investigates what symbolic system the female
mythemes in the narratives represent and find the way to define their divimty.

In general, the types of female mythemes can be classified as follows:

The guardian type of region is the narrative in which goddess protects a certain gfoup directly or
indirectly, or in which goddess becomes the object of collective supplication. The type of the
Creation is the narrative in which the transcendental power of goddess forms several islands
including Che-ju Island and other areas. The type of appearance of the father is the narrative in
which goddess becomes the direct founder of some object and a mediator who helps the
appearance of a founder.

Next, the structures of narratives which involve female mythemes are classified as follows:
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trials—overcoming them structure, contract—revision structure, mediator—assistance structure, and
harmony—fusion structure. This analysis of structure is directly connected to discharge of
meaning and so the existential aspects of goddess in the narratives can be pursued by structural
analysis.

Finally, the characteristic of females mythemes and their meaning are investigated. The devotion
of the female spirit of the mountain is formed as the devotion of Mother Earth as a protector who
has maternity in Korea, and this reflects a primitive recognition and a typical mode of goddess of
Great Mother who provides human with affluent benefits. The narratives can be changed
dependent upon the social and economic development. For example, the culture of hunting and
picking vegetable in the matricentric society is changed into the agricultural culture in the
patricentric societv. This social and economic change causes the change of narratives. The
goddess of the Creation becomes a heroine who has a super power in the narratives of goddess
and is changed into a matriarch and finally all divinity becomes mundane and this change makes
a caricature of goddess.

It can be recognized by analysis of female mythemes that divinity of goddess lose its nobility

and dignity. It is expected that this study enables them to have the meaning of female archetype

through this process of reversion.
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