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Abstract

Primary Research for the Development of Commons of
Shamanic Shrines in Jeju

Seok-yoon Kim, Jeong-heui Song, Jae-sub Lee

Keyword : Jeju shamanic shrine, commons, shamanism, ownership of property,
cultural heritage, land, Pofyangdangmain shrine of a village), rmedang

(shrine for children’s health and curing of diseases), community

This study has been conducted as part of a preliminary research for the
development of communal resources. Data for this study is based on “2008
Research on Jeju Shamanic Shrines: Jeju City Area”. In order to identify the
ownership of shrines, the locations of 192 shrine sites listed in abovementioned
book have Dbeen converted into addresses via the Daum Map app
(http:/ /map.daum.net/) and then a field survey conducted to confirm the actual
address. With the actual addresses confirmed, the ownership of the property was
verified via the Corporation Register. Among these, 92 shrine sites belong to
individuals, 27 sites are owned by the government, 21 owned by a local
government (Jeju Special Self-governing Province, Jeju City, Bukjeju County), 21
owned by villages, 5 owned enterprises. 26 sites were unable to have their
addresses verified or were not listed in the Corporation Register. The actual field
survey was conducted in the Gujwa-eup are a including Dongbok-ri, Kimryeong-ri,
Woljeong-ri, Hado-ri, Sondang-ri; in the Jocheon-eup are a including Jocheon-ri,
shinheung-ri, Hamdeok-ri, Waheul-ri; in the Aweol-eup are a including Haqwi-ri;
in the Hallim-eup are a including Geumneng-ri; in the old town of Jeju City
including Hwaecheong-dong and Wolpeong-dong. Another field survey on 26
shrine sites was also conducted in 13 villages.

The entities involved in shrine conservation and maintenance can be mainly
divided into villages, fishing village communities, and shaman. They are mainly
managed by a village office, but as for sea god shrines, they are maintained and

managed by a fishing village community. Considering that most members of the
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fishing village community are also villagers, it can be said that shrines are also
managed by the village. Other than such cases, a senior shaman takes
responsibility for management. Even though they are under management by a
shaman, the shaman sends a request to the respective Village Office regarding the
payment of regular maintenance fees such as electricity (installation of street
lights), shrine cleaning and landscaping. In this sense, it can be said that the
maintenance is conducted by the unit of a village.

The field survey has shown that most of shrines are well managed and
maintained. However when ownership belongs to an individual such as Ilrwedang
Shrine in Hamdeok-ri, the research shows that many shrines are likely to be
vandalized by the individual’s decision to sell in order to take advantage of rising
real estate prices and the development boom.

The important role that shrines play in contributing to the Jeju’s cultural identity
is under threat. Through this survey and review of ownership status, this study
seeks to raise awareness of the loss of these important cultural assets.

This study explores the role of shrines to the villages and residents of Jeju as
well as the significance of shamanic shrines themselves. Furthermore, it also
suggests various strategies for conserving and maintaining shrines; In particular,
they should be either officially designated as a cultural heritage, or managed and
supported by the respective village itself.

This study also suggests that an additional research should be conducted on the
ownership of the communal resources by the unit of a village or the space
encompassing the community through a field survey of ownership in the entire

region of Jeju City as well as a multi-layered interviewing research.
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