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Encounter with Jeju and Himalaya Shamanism
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Folklore & Natural History Museum Jeju Special-Governing Province The National Folk Museum of Korea
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Jeju Island in Korea and Himalaya in Nepal are two uncommon
regions where such a primitive kind of religious practice as shamanism is stil maintained
as it was at the beginning. Certainly, the shamanism shown in each region is difterent
from that of the other. However, by looking at the aspects of each kind in detail it is
possible to see that the two kinds share a number of common aspects which can be
understood in the same way.

By comparing the two cultures of shamanism from both regions through the exhibition,
it is possible to look at the cultural universality of shamanism applied in people's life as
wel as the special teatures based on the geographic/cultural differences. Through such
a process, it will be possible to provide a wider range of understanding for the religious

phenom enon of shamanism,
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The Land of Gods

BZE AMIE AR U Te| 5| ZatoF At AJHO| BiThR Saiuel HIFE,

0] £2 0| £ M7Hu =Rk ROt QIO XA OE ST WO B AUS Al RojzHs BEH| Ytk
Boto) MR HEC 2 Qlsh ALAIENS) HB S0IM HAS A HBots slLato A40IET,

S5 KB4 S5/ AUt birte] YHOIM ASEX| RE HE ATSS x| & S0IA

AAF AUSS U £ £ M fBstT 2X[sto] Aojgtr

The Himalayas of Nepal, filled with rough mourtains, and Jeju ksland, surrounded by sea, show diferences in terms
of their geographic locations. One of them is located in the mountains, while the other one is an sland.

However, both of them are geographically isolated and lack o environmental resources.

Due to the absolute shortage of plains, the people belonging to a minority race living in the Himalayas have

developed rough mountains even in the fear of the danger of landslide. The people living on Jeju Island experience
lack of surface water and infertie lands in the fear of the sea. All those people from both regions waorship and
depend on a number o gods that they beleve take care of them in their life.
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The sculpture showing the image of a shaman,
Sometimes even in the dituation of gut or exorcism, the
sculpture of a shaman can be used for the execution
of a simple ceremony in the absence of a shaman,
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The sculpture showing the image of a shaman is caled
Jhankri in Nepdi. The sculpture of a shaman shows the
god of propositus of shamans. A shaman with
outstanding capabilties was held in high esteem as a
god.
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The drum used by the shaman from Nepal
The handle of the drum shows the image of
Phuba which symbolizes the Shiva, There
are bells or fruits in the drum, making
sounds when it is played or shaken,
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The pictures showing the
features of gods in Jeju.

The pictures show similar
features compared to the one
of Musindo of Naewatdang in
Jeju.
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Arbitrators between
Gods and Humans
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Due to the urcertainty of the future, humans generally want a supernatural being that could help them in their life. In
particular, In the premodern society where the techndogical development was nat developed. people's faith towards
a supernatural being was certainly stronger than ever before. Shamans can be regarded as the media connecting
humans with such supernatural beings as arcestral gods and evil spirits or the world of gods. They worship gods
and carry out gut or exarcism. Also, they play the role of directly communicating with patron spirits or gods for

fortune—telling, medical treatment, prayers, and dream reading.
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The ritud ware of the shaman from the Ttamang people.

This is the necklace worn by a Nepali shaman when carrying out

gut or exorcism,
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The head accessory made of the feathers of a bird.

The feathers of a bird symbolize the journey to another
world, the connection with the nature and the respect for
the gods of animals,
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Sammengdoo, which is the most important

ritual ware used by a shaman, consists of
Sangjn, Cheonmun and Sandae,
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As one of Sammengdoo, the most important
ritual ware used by a shaman, Shinkal shows
various types and uses. However, t mostly
symbolizes the dignity of a shaman and gods
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A small bell-shaped ritual ware, which is one of
Sammengdoo, the most important ritual ware used by
a shaman, is held and shaken by a hand.
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The head accessory made of the thorns of a hedgehog.
According to a mvyth, a hedgehog is described as a
guide for shamens, leading them to good frees areas
and animals,
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The tool made of the feathers of a bird, which is used for
divination.

This is the tool used for divination. It is sometimes used as a
weapon to drive out evils,
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This shaman's drum is decorated with metal omaments
symbolizing the sun and the moon
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The thorns of a hedgehog, which is considered to be
the guide of a shaman, are puled out for divination,
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The ritual ware symbolizing Shiva, the greatest god of
Hinduism.

When carrying out gut or exorcism, a frident is put up on
the ground. It it does not fall down, it is thought that the
gods take the ceremony in a pleasant way.
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The tool for divination with a hok in the center in the form of a coin.
There are inscriptions made of Chinese characters on each side,
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The tool for divination with a form similar to the one of an abacus,
It is made of the main frame, the metal items in the form of coing and a bunch
of brass coins,
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The tfool for divination,

Just like the way of carrying out divination by throwing
brass coins in the past 100-hwan coing which are kept in
a pocket, are thrown to tel fortunes.

T8 Alaf 017to] =RHAL Arbitrators between Gods and Humans |29
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ot
Ui 1 204171 The ritua ware of a shaman from Nepal

Basically, it is typically made of a three—layer
structure, There are some variations, The three—
layer structure represents the heaven, the ground,
and the underground.
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HE [ 20417
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The ritud ware used fo cure smalpox.

It is a boat made to send away the goddess of smallpox
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The ritual ware used to drive out goblins or
evis

It is used to treat the patients haunted by
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9 . S{MIH| Figure Against Evils
Z10] 51 4H| 45
Mz | 20M17]

The doll made in the form of a person,
which is used as a charm against
evis,

If the fortune for the new year is
considered to be bad, the doll is made
on the day of the first full moon of the
lunar year and used as a charm
against evis,






Communication between
Gods and Humans
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Gut or exorcism is a ceremony carried out mainly by shamans.

It is the way o canying out communication between gods and humans.

Throughou the process of meeting gods, which is believed to be one of the original abilties of shamans,

they change the space of everyday life in the human world to the sacred space for meegting gods.

The basic structure of gut is the procedure o bringing gods [Cheongsinl, pleasing them [Osirl,

and sending them back [Songsinl. Cheongsin is the part for clearing the evil spirit and asking for the visit by gods.
Osin is the part for teling gods about the wishes made by humans and receiving answers from them and pleasing
them wih plays. Songsin is the part for sending gods back to the place they belong to.

Such a procedure is seen in bath Jeju Island and the Himalayas.
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The waist accessory made of various shapes of metals
and bels used by a Magal shaman. t makes sounds
according to the dance of the shaman,
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The ritual ware used as an aftar for the

ceremony carried out by a shaman from
the Himalayas.
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Such items as stones and crystals symbolize the gods existing in the
nature. After the offering of rice is put on the plate and an oi lamp is
located in the center, stones and crystals are put around them.,

R R st~ .
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Ritual Music Instruments
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The ritual ware made of several mirrored copper—
type wares,

It is used to make sounds during gut or exorcism
by a shaman who holds and shakes it upwards
and downwards By making sharp metal sounds,
shamans use it o carry out gut or exorcism ang
worship gods.,
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stE 24| Ritual instrument

20| 46 LH| 14
HZ= | 19M17]
HiFe AEo| siz|&Al si2 FEo W20| HXlst=E

AEotH 02712 220| ULt

The waist accessory used by a shaman from Jep.
Forty bells are located on the upper part of one’s

waist,
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42

£ Drum | Zol 32 4H| 21

diz [ 20417

B2 =70 SAH M delol o
= 3ict,

symbolizes the god himself,
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The sword used for a ceremony.
The weapons symbolizing the mirackes of gods are located.
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The ritud ware used by the Lai peopke.
The drum used by a Nepali shaman is
the tool for calling gods. Also,
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NFEE £27]| Ritual Music Instrument in Jeju

1. &3 Hourglass—shaped D rum
2. & Gong
3. 2™ Bell

4. HI& Cymbak

MIE M3 o17tol WZb Communication between Gods and Humans
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A small bellshaped ritual ware, which is one of Sammengdoo, the most important ritua
ware used by a shaman, is held and shaken by a hand.
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As one of Sammengdoo, the most important
ritual ware used by a shaman, Shinkal shows
various types and uses However, t mostly
symbolizes the dignity of a shaman and gods
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According to the two kinds of shamanism shown in Jeju and
Himalaya, it is possible to see that gods are involved deeply in people's life as
omnipotent beings. They share common aspects in terms of the establishment of the
media for gods and humans. Also, both of them focus on the execution of gut or
exorcism as a ceremony with the same basic structure.
Certainly, there are various characteristics related to the environmental and cultural
differences shown in both regions regarding the way of expressing religions and
carrying out ceremonies. However, they share one ultimate goal beyond their regions in
terms of the wishes drawn from people’s basic lite and truthfulness.
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The waist accessory used by a shaman from
the Magal people.

It is decorated with various types of metals,
bells, feathers and turtle shells,
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The wand used by a shamen.

It is the ritual ware used by a shaman
to protect his or her own soul,
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The pipe made of bones.
By making sharp sounds it is used to calm or call
the souls of the dead.
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The ritual ware made of the beak bone of a bird,
[t has the same meaning as the one of Phurba.

L2 Epilbgue

67



HEEL| Magar shamanic Materials | &0| 47 20| 37.5 I4H| 55

68| MS9 @ Land of Gods



L2 Epilbgue |69



835 Drum Stand | &0/ 16 20| 30.5 4H| 26,5

AA 2 MM Ritual Music Instrument in Jeju
0|85 UHl 27

Ht&h Cymbals | 44| 105

70 | ME9| T |and of Gods



	00
	01
	02
	03
	04
	05

