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SUMMARY

A Study on the Culture and Formative Design of Jeju Island Stone

- Focused on the Dongjaseok(child statue for tomb)

Kim, Seong-Eun

Dept, of Industrial Design
Graduate School of Industry
Cheju National University
Supervised by Prof. Lee, Ki-Hoo

Jeju, the largest island in Korea, is famous for its natural attributes. It has
unlimited resources and potential as shown in such unique cultural heritage as the
Dolhareubang statues, Mount Halla, numerous orum and unique rock formations.
The topography of volcanic islands such as Jeju displays many grotesque—looking
rocks and leaves stones scattered all about. This unique Jeju trait has resulted in
its own stone culture. I believe that the Dolhareubang and Dongjaseok, typical
Jeju statues, are valuable historic relics, their designs symbolizing the essence of
Jeju stone culture. Above all, the Dongjaseok statues that guard tombs as part of
Jeju unique funeral culture are a most unique design that cannot be seen
anywhere else.

Through this thesis, I have tried to understand the stone culture of Jeju, how
people in Jeju have been using stones in their barren lives, and what their
religious beliefs were as well as emphasize the value and possibilities of
Dongjaseok by researching their function and design.

As stone statues erected on the front, left or right of tombs facing one other, or
standing side by side, the Dongjaseok represent earthly gods who comfort the
souls of the dead and guard the burial sites. Childlike stone statues can be seen

in Buddhism and in various regions, however, the function of having them guard



tombs is unique to Jeju culture and cannot be found elsewhere.

In regard to the modeling of the Dongjaseok, I have tried to analyze and classify
the cultural, formative and material features inherent in a traditional Dongjaseok,
and come up with a result by applying a modern interpretation of the culture and
methodology of the design.

In making the model, I have tried to give more of a feeling of lyricism and
intimacy to the Dongjaseok expression, as has been historically expressed as a
concept of worship, and also have tried to add a cute and friendly aspect through
the use of a simple graphic line, suitable for a child. For the head portion, I used
an actual round shaped stone and have tried to express the interconnectivity
between man and nature, as well as touching up the shoulder and arms that were
expressed in an exaggerated way, and removals of extended expression after
adding a receptacle so it can still share in the original meaning.

The overall size of the model was made smaller than existing Dongjaseok to
avoid causing any problems in a mass production system with silicon molding.
Also the number of set can vary with this model, which is different from the
concept of a pair. Furthermore, I tried to extend the concept to interior object.

I believe that there is a great significance regarding this research in applying a
modern image and developing and distributing a new and unique aspect of Jeju
culture, which doesn’t follow the routine of traditional culture. It opens the
possibility that what is the most Jeju-like could also be what is most Korean and
most universal.

As mentioned before, I have tried to present a new cultural format that exhibits
various functions, not only one function in a confined area, by reinterpreting and
developing the meaning of the Dongjaseok without following the traditional
cultural form. I have tried to do my part in contributing to publicizing positive
images of our culture through the study of the formative design and culture of

these Jeju Island stones.
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