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<Abstract>

A Study on the Development of Local Social Studies Textbook

- With an Emphasis on "Beautiful Cheju Province” to be used for the First
Semester of Elementary School 4th Grade -

Yang, Bo-Hyun

Social Studies Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea

Supervised by professor Kim, Hang-Won

The sixth National Social Studies Curriculum focused on the systematic presentation of
teaching directions actually needed for teaching Social Studies classes. This thesish, based
on training materials for the development of first-rated Social Studies textbooks presented by
the of Education Ministry, aims to realize the localization of education procedure through the
development of local textbooks, promote the quality of classes and help students to have
deeper understanding of local society.

The contents of Social Studies inquiry which the Ministry of Education in particular
intends have to be integrative experience centered, having one story, in which each subject
has independent contents. In order to comply with this educational aim, this study analyzes
various documents and papers for the development of materials for achieving such an
educational goal through subjects connected to one another.

This paper analyzes local units and subjects of Social Studies for the first semester of the
fourth grade of elementary school developed and used in 15 cites and provinces in order to
develop a "Beautiful Cheju Province” compared with other textbooks.

Although, there is some need for the development of a local textbook the problems

involved in the development of this local textbook and the methods for solving them were

¥ A thesis submitted to the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University in

partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of master of Education in August, 1999.



examined. The contents and results of this whole research are as follows:

1) The analysis of Social Studies study contents and the presentation of the contents’
elements of local learning.

2) The examination of preparative procedures for the development of Social Studies.

3) The systematic plan of procedures and schedule according to development guidelines and
the consideration of personnel organization, education board, school and operation of class.

4) Organization and operation of school curriculum suitable for local society and schools.

5) Search for contents closely related to life experience.

6) The presentation of various study forms and documents including photographs and
illustrations.

7) The research on enquiry exercises conducted in Social Studies classes.

Problems to be solved in the development of textbooks are as follows

First, there should be administrative and financial support for the development of local
textbooks.

Second, training and reference books for teachers to study local society should be published
as much as possible.

Third, there should be continuous research activities for the development of local textbooks,
and participation and concern of more teachers and parents should be required in deveioping
the textbooks.

Fourth, there should be generalization of terms, words, facts and concepts suitable for the
grade level.

Fifth, there should be change of the recognition that school textbooks are absolute.

Sixth, there should be various textbooks and diverse study documents.

Seventh, circumstances for the publication and development of textbooks should be
improved.

Eighth, the method of using textbooks should be changed.
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