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MS. Thesis

Interpretation by Topographic Divination of the
Jeongeui Castle in Jeju

Dong-Seop Kim
Major in Topographic Divination, Department of Environmental
Design
Graduate School of Environmental Health, Yeungnam
University

(Supervised by Professor Si-Ik Park and Chan-Yong Park)

(ABSTRACT)

Since the beginning of human history, men have got all
necessities of life from the nature. Men moved to find a stable
place to be protected from the enemy and to get food for
survival. Once they found one, they took 1t as a permanent
abode to settle down and came to learn the natural principle of
coexistence.

As the oriental viewpoint of the nature and the universe
sprouted, men became aware of the natural laws and principle
in which the great nature circulates and thought that all the
living and nonliving things had the natural energy to try to get

balanced and harmonized.
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As such, the universal phenomenon was grasped as the
relative relation of Yin and Yang. For the harmony of Yin and
Yang, the nature of the whole creation should go through the
direct and retrograde motion in the Five Elements of wood, fire,
earth, metal and water. As such the ideological Oriental thought
has been developed to explain the course of natural change and
the castle was also constructed according to the natural
condition.

This study, through old documents and research materials,
found out that in castle construction, the selection of location
and spatial disposition was influenced a lot by topographic
divination theory and the Doseongje technique of Juryegogonggi.

Especially in the selection of location, it was related to
selection by Yong, Hyeol, Sa and Su, and the 3 elements of
house site, Baesanlmsu, JeonjeoHugo and JeonchakHugwan. In
spatial disposition, 1t aimed at the intentional administrative,
political and military hierarchial order through Juryegogonggi,
the Doseongje technique.

First, generally the best location for castle is that there are
major mountain or ridge to the north, hill areas to the west,
streams to the south east and open field to the south. In such
location, Baesanlmsu and JeonjeoHugo is well formed with
sunshine. In case of Jeongeui castle, there are Mt. Yeongjusan

to the north, the main mountain Mojioreum to the northwest,
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Jangjaoreum, Benjeori garden and hills like Gaedongsan to the
west, Cheonmicheon stream to the southeast surrounding the
castle and generally low land to the south. It forms geography
of propitious site with Baesanlmsu and JeonjeoHugo In
topographic divination and water comes from the east and flows
to the west.

Second, the general spatial composition and facility
disposition of castle emphasizes the flow of topography and
accepts the regulation of Juryegogonggi, the Doseongje
technique. This seems to be the transformation of the vision of
the universe in SamsinOje thought, the foundation of topographic
divination theory, making the most of Yin and Yang and the
coexistence and conflict laws of the Five Elements. Jeongeui
castle had, centering around inn, the Ilgwanheon, a government
building, to the north, the Hyanggyo and Sajikdan to the west.
The regulation of JeonjoHus: and JwamyoUsa could be seen.

This study found out that the castle was formed on purpose
and 1mportant symbolical buildings were arranged by the
topographic divination theory so that the natural energy may
flow smoothly through the whole space of the castle to maintain
healthy life.

However, today the development of industrialized civilization
and the reckless urbanization seriously damaged the topography,

the geographical feature and spatial structure breaking the
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harmony of space being formed as Gi(energy). At last abnormal
climate was brought about and that i1s just the harmony of
universal energy to recover the flow of Gi.

Therefore, it is our part to make a better environment to
settle by deeply researching and developing our own traditional
topographic divination theory based on the view of nature for

the planned city of the future.
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