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Abstract

Photographic View of 'Jeju Oreum’

Ko, nam-soo

Major in Fine Art & Photojournalism

Dept. of Photo & Imergery

The Graduated School of Kyungil University
Supervised by Prof. Lee, kyoung-hong

Since the photograph has been invented, scenic and portrait photographs
have been important artistic motive as the most easy and common thing.
From praising the beauty of nature and as means of recording, and to
mental image which is the latest trend, the scenic photograph has given
inspiration to many photographers and has been approached variously.

Even though the senic photograph is such a common thing, the reason
for me to work through scenic is to have opportunity to express the object
freshly that I know of.

As Jeju is a tourist resort, there are many scenic photographs of Jeju.
Four-seasons, valleys, sight-seeing places and so forth. Jeju gives lots of
views to many people due to having beautiful scenes and many people put
scenes into their cameras.

'Oreum’s are also the materials that have been pictured a lot. Having 368
'Oreum’s in the small land of Jeju, it is obvious that you can be easily
approached to 'Oreum'’s .

The 'Oreum’ meaning a tiny mountain has something more than just
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showing great sight views. It has kept sad memories of Jeju and has been
place for living and rest place for souls, a treasury of environments and
has made myths and legends alive. Therefore 'Oreum’s are not just sight-
seeing sources but the real home for Jeju islanders.

‘Oreum’ has played an important role as place for Jeju people’s living.
Jeju 'Oreum’ is a live educational place of the history and nature. It is also
important for understanding the volcanic eruption activities and preserving
the nature and underground water. Recently, 'Oreum’ has been highly
concerned by Jeju people and tourists since it presents beautiful environments.
It's being object for scientific research as it has evaluated as the treasure
of the ecosystem.

My work needed some more simple and moderate composition as it wasn’t
just showing the views of 'Oreum’s.

Using panoramic size was appropriate for showing the lines of 'Oreum’s
that spreads widely left to right. So it could be expressed without cutting
the lines of 'Oreum’s.

And also use of black and white film was to protect the scatter of vision
and for moderate the composition. Black and white might be the language
of silence. I think the silence doesn’t just mean no words, it's overflow of
meanings. Photographs were mostly developed darkly, which was to express
my points of view of the sad historic memories of 'Oreum’ that contains
such as the incident 4 - 3. Consequently, gray and black tones of black and
white photographs gave deepness and rhythm to simplicity and helped
expressing the molding of photograph.

As 'Oreum’ is the land of mother, the elegant lines of ‘Oreum’s seems

to be the lines of woman’s breasts. To make the elegant lines alive, and to
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express many '‘Oreum’s that are folded by using the perspective and the
atmosphere sense, concentrated using lights. So had to wait until the lines
of 'Oreum’s were distinct. There aren’t difference by seasons but the
photographs were taken mainly from 1 hour before and 1 to 2 hours after
sunrise and 1 to 2 hours before sunset. To make the lines alive, photographs
were taken mostly by the perspective way, but was careful on describing
the details. Through the roads that were made naturally by people or wild
natures of 'Oreum’ and the cows living freely, I tried to express the life
of the 'Oreum’.

The American photographer, William Eggleston, took scenic photographs
honestly of the southern part where he was brought up, showing photographs
that remains in people’s mind not with a loud and exaggerated shout but
with a warm whisper. I also wanted to show the distinct world out of the
normal material. I wanted to take photos honestly of 'Oreum’s that represents
Jeju where I grew up. So the reason for me to go up the 'Oreum’ isn’t
just simply the steps of taking photographs. Going up the 'Oreum’ is
behavior of confirming my identity as a Jeju islander, and is facing myself
inside which is work for showing myself by looking for myself.

I wanted to show my inside scenic view as a photographer and as a
Jeju islander by scenic view of the 'Oreum’. That would be the tries to
see the 'Oreum’ freshly by my only way from scenic view of 'Oreum’, and
that would be the purpose of the research and the meaning.

As all the people have various points of view, my photographs will be
imparted with various feelings to people. It could be said that there would
be impression when there is connection of feelings between the photographer

and the people who see the picture. So the evaluation of my work also
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depends on people who see my pictures.

I hope that what I'd seen through the 'Oreum’ and what my pictures
of the 'Oreum’ show to match so the feelings that I had and thoughts about
photographs and life to have sympathy with the people who see my

pictures.
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