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The Study of Tangsin Bonpuri 1n Cheju

by Yoo, Dal Sun

Department of Korean Language and Literature
Graduate School, Taegu University

Directed by Prof. Bark, Jin Tae

(Abstract)

The purpose of this study is to investigate Tangsin Bohpuri (A Z ©})
on Cheju Island by uncovering the meaning of the religious myths of
Cheju Island people.

1. The gods of Tangsin Bonpuri represent heaven, earth, water, man, and
movement.

The goci type is classified according to the motive of appearence, divinity
and origin.

1) There are three categories of heavenly gods thovse who descended to
earth, some were exiled to the lower world, and a combination of these.

2) The earth gods are rise above the earth.

3) The Dragon Kingdom and Utopia comprise the naiad.

4) The gods of man are ghosts and achievement traits.

5) Earth, water and serpent gods exemplify movement.

The narration structure of Tangsin Bonpuri is as follows.

1) The gods of heaven begins with ‘{descent], ‘lexile to the lower
world]’, and ‘(descent (exile to the lower world)— ascension to heaven—
exile to the lower world (descent to the earth)]"

2) The gods of the earth are consist of ‘[Lack], and ‘[Lack—
Laguidation], and ‘{Lack— Laguidation— Interdiction— Violation -~

Conseguence— Escapel’.
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3) The gods of water and man are the same the earth god and is
different to deity and ongin.

4) The gods of movement are consist of ‘[Interdiction—» Violation—
Conseguence— Escape]’.

2. The distribution of Tangsin Bonpuri’s gods of heaven is concentrated
in Cheju city. Because of this superior distribution, the cult of heaven gods
influence the land and immigrants to the north.

The worship of the earth gods is handed down to the northern district
and the naiad is preserved in the southeastern part of the island. Therefore
the north is strong on the paternal side, and the south is maternally
dominent. The qus of man are found in southearstren part of the Island,
with the gods of movement distributed to the southwest and southeast the
wind and ocean currents, These shamanistic ‘facts’ represent the historical
version of culture grafted onto Myth.

3. In the discordant structure of Tangsin Bonpuri, discord between father
and son causes filial piety. However, ‘New's triumph’ between New and
Old pravs for a good catch and rich harvest.

In ethics and psychology, impiety and rape are anathema, and absurdity
and discord produce anxiety.

In the social and €conomic aspects, development is as follows. Hunting
society, farming society and a mixture of both.

These Bonpuri beliefs are reflected in the life style and moral nature of
Cheju people.

In summary, the worship of the nature gods of heaven and the man and

movement gods is fused on Cheju Island.
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