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ABSTRACT

An Analysis of Expressional Effects of

Documentary Portraits

-Focused on the works of Jang, Kongik, the master of Jeju Dolharbang-

Kim, Jong O

Major in Visual Journalism,

Dept. of Digital Image

The Graduate School of Culture & Art

Sangmyung University

Arts has been developed as a tool of emotional expression and
communications throughout human history. Photo has been used
all around the world in various ways of expressing and has
become an essential to human life. Human has tried to cope with
fear of death and by leaving his/her own shape and others on
photo and consequently portraits have become the major part in
an area of photos. Photos do, not only just capture appearance of
human but also contain self-consciousness from the inner side of
human being.

Among lots of types of photos, documentary photos are the
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closest to human life, and numerous photographers have shown
complex levels of inner side of human being. In addition,
documentary photos are the reflection of historical consciousness
and they also expose personal view point of photographer, hence
sometimes just one photo possesses much more power than pen

does, making people whom sees it feel thrilled.

Taking a picture of a person in somewhere or of a certain
object at certain moment means that by doing so the subject is
being transformed from three-dimension into two-dimension and
this 1mplies there should be some loses because of the
imperfectness of cameras. Then can we answer the question that
what makes the photo to have power to make people move out of
its limit above? This article tries to figure out how photos can
express authenticity by looking at the relationship between
photographer and subject and the way they communicate. Then I
will look at the way photo can alive based on that authenticity,

then finally I want to find the way to reinforce that authenticity.

This article will be composed of three parts.

At first, by looking at the basic concepts and histories of

documentary human photos, along with human photos, 1 will
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study how the nature and authenticity form themselves and the
way they express themselves.

Then, I will re-define the 'inner authenticity’ by apply what I
have found out from the first step to the photos of the works
made by the master of Dolharbang Jang, Kongik that I have
taken at Jeju island along with other photos around the world.

Finally I will study the power of ‘one photo’ and its

formation.

Photo has taken replaced what letters and pictures had done
before 1its development perfectly. The documentary has been
defined by reflecting this aspect as the one that transfers the
reality objectively. But the documentary photo can also be defined
as the reflection of photographer and its impact to people whom
will see the picture. Meanwhile, the definition of portraits, that is
the photo simply taking appearance of a person, also has been
broadened by including the sequence of a person’s past, present
and future. In short, it can be said that documentary photos today
include not only the reality but also the reflection of
photographer’s emotion and the point of view and the inner

consciousness of the subject.

At the moment when photographer takes a picture of a

_80_



person, the photographer and the subject have emotional
communication consciously or unconsciously. The photographer
captures times and paces that the subject has been belong to and
the inner side of the subject. In many cases, it differs emotionally
between the types of photo but by the aspect above, it also
differs by the efforts of photographer or by the affection to
subject of by the emotional state of photographer towards the
subject. These factors, to conclude, lead the photographer to have
communication with the subject and the photo, taken at that
moment of communication, can express realism that make people

can feel the existence of the subject as human being.
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