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A Study on the Exile Literature of Chosun-Dynasty
— Mainly on Jeju Island —

Yang, Soon Pil

The basic reason why the exile occurred in Chosun-Dynasty was mainly the calamity of
savants under the political circumstances of the times and was the party strife in part. The
exile was a kind of banishment given to the defeator of the calamity of savants and party strife
as a means of cleaning up the political rivals. Among the exilian places of Chosun-Dynasty,
Jeju-Do and Chuja-Do were the isolated islands which had characteristics of separation and
were the places restricted by the natural and social constraints.

Thus, Jeju-Do was the representative oné of all political exlian places. Out of them Dae
Jung Hyun was believed to be the worst place. At first, Jeju was the exilian place of other
people by ﬁan—Dynasty in age of King Chung-ryul of Korea-Dynasty and it was also the typical
place in Chosun-Dynasty and thereafter became the symbolic and representative one.

Jeju Do was geopolitically separated from the mainland and the climate of the island was
naturally unseasonable and windy and thus had often bad harvest. Jeju had succeeded to the
traditional culture of the island in restraint of outgoing to the mainland for 200 years in
Chosun-Dynasty, and was influenced by coming of political exilian men. The process of exiling,
rusticating and setting down had a great effect on promoting synethesia which had a feeling
of solidarity. It was very unhappy for the men of noble birth to be sent away from their own
country to Jeju-Do or Chuja-Do. They wouldn’t take the creative opportunity of literature if
they had lived only for happiness in their official position without banishment. It should be
noted that they could make a jewel of a literary work throughout the Korean literature, reflect-
ing and sublimating their mental aspect through literature. That is, literature reflects life and
the depth of literature changes according to the depth of life. In the exile literature we can find
the sincerity of man and literature that we can’t do in any other literature.

The content of the exile literature contains the direct experience of exile fact which an exile
has undergone, and their emotional contents, and especially their mental aspects faced with
their exilian circumstances. The exile literature of Chosun-Dynasty expresses their limits and
recognition connected with the party strife under the political circumstances of the times.
The more the limits become despairing, the more strongly the consciousness is.

In this respect the exile literature of Jeju-Do seems to be important to understand the
characteristics of the exile literature of Chosun-Dynasty. The conclusions of this study are as
follows.
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First, the number of Kasa is 4, including thirty paragraphs that are ‘Byulsamiinkok’,.‘Sok-
samiinkok’, ‘Manunsa’, and ‘Manusadap’. ‘Sinsangtan which has the contents of grieving
to onself is 16 and the contents of the affection for the kings are 12 and the contents of repent-
ance are 2. Seen from the ‘Sinsangtan’, the exile Kasa expresses the atonement and lament
banished by the false charge of villainous retainers faced with the party strife. The banished
men of noble birth knew that Jeju was the worst and isolated exilian place and they could
not retaliate against the court any longer. Therefore they are believed to deepen their mental
atonement. On the basis of sincere heart and loyalty for the kings, the exile Kasa expresses the
affection and loyalty for the king and the country even though it is under the exilian cir-
cumstances. This shows us that the society of Chosun-Dynasty was Confucian one in which
ethical consciousness and life were based on loyalty, therefore, people internalized it under any
circumstance and it is reflected on exile Kasa.

Atonement and repentance show up in only ‘“Manunsa.” In case of political exile, exiles
never repented since they were sure that the exile was consistently due to the defamation by
the treacherous courtiers, while in case of exile irrespective of party strife, since they recognize
their sins by themselves, they are believed to express the repentance.

Second, affections for the kings and loyalty is the characteristics shown in loyal inclined
exile Kasa. The logal exile Kasa like Chowee’s ‘Manboonka’, Jung Chul’s ‘Samiinkok’, and
‘Sokmiinkok’, Kim Choon Taik’s ‘Byulsamiinkok’ and Lee Jin You’s ‘Soksamiinkok’ possess
a great significance in that they put their béckground of completion on Jeju-Do and islets
around it.

Third, the aspect of exile life as seen from Kasa reflects the life on poverty in which they
were lacking in rice, house, etc. They overcame the difficult life in economics in the isolated
island and expressed the impossibility of the return to his hometown and uneasy life through

their writings.

Fourth, in case of Sijo, the subject of seven Sijoes mainly dealt with the affection for the
kings, the deploring of his present condition, a life in seclusion, etc. Sijo was hardly written in
Jeju Province, but Chinese poetry was written a great deal. As high-ranking officials of Chosun
Dynasty based their intellectural tradition and culture on Chinese poetry, it is natural that
banished officials should express their troubles through the Chinese poetry.

The interior characteristics of exile Chinese poetry in 90 writings of 11 writers including
Kim Jung and Lee Ick are classified as follows: 33 about repent of individual situation, 14
affections for the kings,11 life in seclusion, 8 love for nature, 8 compassion, 5 taste, 3 nostalgic
reminisceh_ce, 1 retrospection, 2 transiency, ! entreaty, 1 optimism, 1 departing lament, 1 great
sorrow and 1 lament for the world.

From these, exile Chinese poetry is various in the aspect of content, compared to the other
literature, and again this can be summed. up to five categories. 1. the deploring of individual
condition (entreaty, departing lament, great sorrow) 2. the affection for the kings 3. alife in
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seclusion (nostalgic reminiscence, retrospection, transiency) 4.love for nature (taste, optimism)
5. compassion, lament for the world.

The exile Chinese poetry which has subjects of a life in seclusion and love for nature, is
sure to have a great influence upon the formation and development of the literature of Sanlim
School of Thought.

Meanwhile, more important is commiseration, and Tasan’s Chinese poetry which expressed
the pity for inhabitants of Jeju-Do, exilian place, divulging their needy life, and public nuisance
by governmental officers. Jeju exile Chinese poetry by Chung Ram, Kim Chun Taik, Cho Jung
Chul are presumed more previous than Tasan’s from the aspect of Korean literature history.

Fifth, in case of essay, Kim Jung’s Jeju topography and Lee Gun’s Jeju topography record
depict the custom, the way of life, religion, exile’s conditions. It is more meaningful that the
essay was written by exiles which underwent their direct experiences. Also a literatury value is
given to the fact that Kim Jung’s topography is the first of this kind.

Sixth, in case of letter, 9 Korean letters and 21 Chinese letters by Kim Jung-Hee were
examined here. As a result of it, the recovery of Korean letter written in Dae Jung Hyun
provided the opportunity to reestimate Choosa’s literary position. Nine Korean letters are
composed of 162 sentences in which there appeared 154 abbreviations of ending, 4 interroga-
tive endings, 4 predicative endings through which we can understand his characteristics of
sentences, and it is worthy of note that female personal pronoun like ‘Kesho’ and ‘Kyeosho’
revealed their appearances and second person pronoun which hadn’t been in those days was
created. Choosa’s Korean letters included his own expression, nine times worry about his
wife’s reckness, 8 times care for brother’s health, 2 times gratitude for King’s goodness, 3 times
his own health, 8 times exilian life. All these things showed us the universality of man with
delicacy and pecularity. ,

Choosa’s Chinese letters express the whole aspect of exilian life, consideration of household
affairs, the view of art, the view of the state of affairs and mental aspects faced with exilian
life. These show us the important aspect of exile literature. In the near future his letters are
believed to be important data in studying the theory of writers about Choosa.

Seventh, Youn Suk’s funeral ode and Choosa’s are were studied in this paper. The former
was the ode written in Korean, which had characteristics of long lyrics and the latter use the
funeral ode written in Chinese letters. But both of them were the same ode in that they chose
a exilian place, Dae Jung Hyun as their settings. They shared their fortune with each other
because they lost their wives in the exilian place, but they were a little different. Choosa
wrote his funeral ode in the exilian place in a bitter and sad mood, grieving his destiny as an
exile, but Youn Suk expressed his grief of fate and memory of his wife in the successive exilian
sentiment with his grievous wailing when his wife had been dead for three years. Their odes
were characteristic, since they had written them free from the traditional form though Choosa’s
were written in Chinese characters and Youn Suk wrote in Korean without being bounded in
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the traditional Kasa with having characteristics of the funeral ode in Korean.

In the Korean literature, the exilian characteristics are mainly found in plenty. Especially in
Jeju exile literature, we can easily find the despair and solitude of an exile who is banished to
a lonely island and who can’t come to his mainland. The exile literature of Chosun-Dynasty has
much more weight in the Korean literature because it has settings of pérty strife which has been
going on for three hundred and forty years. Therefore the study of the exile literature is the
main subject of the Korean literature and especially the results of the study of the Jeju exile
literature play an important role in studying the Korean literature. It’s no exaggeration to say
that the study of the exile literature is the lineage of studying the Korean literature, and so the
study of the Jeju exile literature is the premise of that of the Korean literature. The results of
this kind of study will be contributed to studying the Jejudology (studies of Jeju island) and
will provide us for fundamental base of understanding the culture of Jeju and the spirit of
Jeju people, which are produced by the spiritual interchange between the exiles in the barren
and lonely island. And also the study makes us help setting up the local literature of J-eju-Do
with the influence of the banished. This sort of thing will remain a future study.

It is the first attempt in the academic world to study the exile literature with an emphasis
on Jeju-Do, but this study may not be very good because, I have examined the exile literature
as a whole. The development and analysis of the theory of writers, the form of the exile litera-
ture and rhetoric will be studied next time.
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