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SUMMARY
A STUDY ON CHEJU-DO PROVERBS

by Jae—hwan Ko

The proverbs of Cheju—Do reflect the vital phenomena of ances-
tors who had made a miserable live in the ocean—bound island in
spite of troubles both at home and abroad. Because these proverbs
reflect the customs and consciousness of the islanders in Cheju—Do
thetorically and comically by means of dialects peculiar to Cheju-
Do, these proverbs functions conspicously as a legendary literature.
But as the years go on. the ignorance of them have piunged
proverbs into a crisis not only to pass out of public memory but
also to become extinct. In order to conserve and hand down the
proverbs to posterity. study on the proverbs and recording in books
are required today. For this purpose. I selected 550 proverbs pre-
sumed to belong to Cheju—Do from recorded data, and divived their
background and property according to form, expression., material.

function, subject and disposition. The result is the follows

1) Form: The form is divided into a general form and special one.
A general form is also divided into a direct descriptive one and a
periphrastic one according to its functions, while special cne is di-
vided into a unitary form, a principal—subordinate one, paratactic

. one and overlaped one according to its structures. Special form 1s
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divided into descriptive one. historical one and folk—belief one.

2) Expression: Expression consists of 10 rhetorical expressions
based on epigram. 13 syllablic rhythms based on 5—5 tune and sub-

jective comicality called satire. joke. irony or wit.

3) Material : Material aims at attracting concrete nouns. the main
current of which consists not only of relatives and females in char-
acters. but also of animals relevant to agriculture and stockraising
in living thins. Especially living thins grow naturally live only in
Cheju~Do district. In case food, clothes and shelter are materials of
proverbs, the kinds of food are the first in number, the kinds of
clothes are the second and the kinds of shelters are the last. Goods
relevant to public eating habits enjoy an absolute majority among

the living instruments.

4) Function: Labor is an important as means to make a living in
fishing and agrarian villages. The proverbs on diving women, which

stand without a peer as proverbs on women, reflect a strong outlook

on a living means.

5) Subject: The view on awakening the public, the view on making
a living and the view on destiny are important parts as subjects of
the proverbs in Cheju—Do. The view on awakening public refers to
instruction, speech and behavior, sympathy and duty fulfilment. The
view on living means refers to diligence. frugality, utility, mental
suffering, independence. exhortation and announcement. The view on
destiny refers to destiny, fortune, cause and occasion, and future
life. That is to say, the abovementioned 15 small subjects play a

role as important parts of Cheju—Do proverbs.

6) Disposition: The 4 features peculiar to Cheju—Do proverbs are
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an intensive language. exchange with folk songs. women's self—re-
spect and the consciousness of Cheju islanders. First of all. the fea-
ture of the language used in proverbs is to use not only dialects
peculiar to Cheju—Do inhabitants but also an olderlanguage from
Middle Korean Language in 15c to transition into Modern Korean
Language. The exchange between proverbs and folksongs shows that
a piece of folk songs is diverted either wholly or partially into a
proverb. In some cases, this diversion causes us to face a problem
to solve precedent or subordinative relation between proverbs and
folk songs. The proverbs based on a mode of women's life in Che-
ju—Do. obtain unique position among the proverbs on Korean

wormen.

The strong temper and thrifty living spirit of Cheju—Do women
are the symbol of their independent spirit. Women played an impor-
tant role not only to control their family destiny, but also to fulfil
their obligation through strong capacity for living. Confronted with
troubles both at home and abroad, Cheju—Do inhabitants cultivated
self—independent consciousness and self—denying spirit, which are
based on diligence, frugality. independence and toughness.

Such independent consciousness and self-denying spirit are both
a motive force and a moral support to create folk literature in Che-
ju—=Do. They are also the great traditions Cheju—~Do inhabitants
should uphold and develop infinitely.



