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ABSTRACT

Exploring the performative meaning
of place identity in Jeju island's Olle

Kim, So Yeon

Major of Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Korea National University of Education
Chung—Buk, Korea

Supervised by Propessor Kwon, Jung Hwa, Ph.D.

This study aims to define the features in experiencing a place and to
realize the appropriation of a place at the modern times. In line with this,
it investigates the performitive meaning of the identity which is
generated through repetitive practices of an act by applying concept of
performitivity.

A place signifies a geographical expression as well as the most direct
and subjective meaning regarding the self. Traditionally, a place has
signified a value as an accumulated layer of an individual experience on
space, been proceeding gradually and chronically at the same time of
expanding the scope of the experience. On the other hand, the
development of technology and capital has accompanied the qualitative

changes. To obtain a place involves that a conscilousness regarding the
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socio—spacial relation has been more important than direct experience.
Indirect experience in via of the media or the printed media has become
a spatial experience which facilitates self-consciousness and appropriation
in terms of the socio-spatial relation. A place is to be recognized as a
practice of appropriation from the acquisition of directness of the
socio—spatial relation regarding the self.

A place is recognized through average dailiness and territoriality. In
particular, dailiness requires the experience of a scale and a network as
being a concept for the sake of experiencing a place which become
internalized as a habit. A scale indicates the multi-faceted socio—spatial
experience, explaining the definition and dynamics of a spatial boundary.
Then, network determines the space as a connecting net following
connectivity and mutual dependence, further forms a meaning of a place
by crossing multi-dimensionally no other than being restricted to the
hierarchial scale.

Territoriality of a place requires exclusion and subsumption in a bid to
balance in the midst of acquiring individual internal equality and
collective homogeneousness. Furthermore, it demands continuous practices
as realizing the differences generated from the social structure. In order
to tell a genuine place from the homogeneousness of a space resulting
from an economic system of democracy, it needs to make a difference
from the social group or structure. In short, a place is variable as being
a process which has formed self-consciousness and appropriation in
terms of a variety of socio—spatial relation.

Thus, when it comes to a place, it is essential to recognize the

meaning in the social relation and structure a place as well as to know a
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social structure: this includes ’being given a identity by a place,
activating identity to a place’ as being a matter of being closely involved
in the subjects which have consisted of a place. To recognize something
as a place means to have the space be territorialized. Accordingly to
consist of a place is to execute the individual and independent meaning
based on the socio-spatial relation. An act is able to activate a possibility
of creating various places as practicing spatial experience. Then, daily act
has to have the areas of the differences being excluded due to the social
structure exposed to the area of consciousness. Furthermore, an act needs
to plan the socio-spatial structure by means of performativity by
sophisticating identities based on a place.

In the case of Olle in Jeju Island, the formation of identity has
completed the meaning as explosive as the participation of various social
relations beyond geographical scope of Jeju. However identity of Olle is
not free from the meaning of the controlling group or the impacts of the
media, and its advantages have been placed an emphasis because of the
diffusion of the economic effect. Culture - politic - economic activities of a
region have been justified amid representation of the meaning of Olle.
Meaning of Olle has not been apprehended by the local residents and
identity of place has not been created on the basis of average dailiness.
Olle implies an event showing that the local residents have been in the
position of otherness which is economically - politically minority.

Therefore a performativity of place identity to be created through Olle
1s to restore the activeness of the local residents, organizing the meaning
of a place in which collective experiences are reflected. Forming of a

local community in Olle will make the Jeju residents as a subject of a
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place as it is analyzed that giving the meaning regarding a place and

practice of an act are the most specific strategy for making a subject of

a place.
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