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ABSTRACT

A Study of comparison Cheju-Do’s heroic poetry

with the Ainu’s heroic poetry

Lee Kyong Ae
Department of Korean Language and Literature
The Graduate School of Kyonggi University

There are plenty of heroic poetry handed down orally in Cheju island and the
region where the Ainu is resident. The purpese of this text is to compare the

Cheju’s heroic poetry with the Ainu’s. Especially we will take a look at "types of

heros’ whole life” of the hegpic gpoe d jthe hemogeneity and dysentery of both.
Though the heroic poetry ot as_di into various branches as it was
formed, each branches show i c s so that we can investigate the

changes of the times.

It is the common features that the heroic Cheju and Ainu informed by

word of mouth. Therefore it is required to stu aters, ways or narration,
times, places and so on.

As the heroic poetry of Cheju is Dangshin-ponp’uri, it is sung by Shimbang who
is priest of the village Danggod. The narration by priest was based on faith and kept
the strictness of oral transmission.

The heroic poetry of the Ainu has been transmitted in branches, Oina and Ainu
yukar. Oina which is about heroic mission of Ainu-rak-kur, the originator god of

Ainu is estimated that it was sung by shaman, Tusu, but now it is sung by
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ordinary person. The narrator of Ainu yukar was a ordinary male. Ainu Yukar was
sung in Bear rites, Ancestor rites, Funeral rites and sometimes in routine life for
entertainment.

The heroic poetry of Cheju island shows that it is kept transmission by priest
strictly as the form of faith community and village community. In the Ainu, we can
see that some ceremonies appeared in routine life when the traditional life style was
not existed. But also we can notice that the heroic poetry was narrated in various
purposes and functions because of the risk of ceremonial transmission.

Each paragraph of poetry is analysed orderly to compare the structure of Cheju's
with the Ainu’s. Cheju’s heroic poetry appears parents’ marriage, their departing,
hero’s trying to find his father, hero’s irreverence, and being abandoned by his
father, marriage, pacificating the rebellion of Kangmam Cheonjakuk, returning of
triumph to Cheju island, and the Imperial Throne as a Dangshin of village. The
Ainu’s poetry’s purpose is different if it is Oina or Ainu yukar, but almost every
paragraphs are composed of parents’ marriage, departing with his parents, upbringing
by someone else, the reason of confrontation, confrontation, risk of death, resurrection

or rescue, marriage, and returning.

As a common paragraph both, it_was pared as it follows; parents’ marriage,
upbringing, being abandone isition o ic ability, having mission, solving
mission and confrontation, r a 1a) rning.

The conference of heroic poetry of Cheju and Ainu is expanded that the characters

in each times. In this text, it is

of heros or aspect of confrontation has been ¢
controverted that each hero of primitive heroic cient heroic poetry and
medieval heroic poetry was changed as god, hero and ordinary person, therefore the
rival’s character and heroic mission were also changed.

Through the study of comparisons Cheju’s heroic poetry with the Ainu’s one, we
examine that homogeneous structure of pattern has been handed down. Especially the
Ainu’s one has been keeping equal structure, at the same time it exist in various
branches as the times or region.

Now we can see that Cheju’s heroic poetry and he Ainu’s one have been changed

in contents and forms not only poetry in specific time but also in each time.

_106_




