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A STUDY ON THE TOMBS OF THE
LATE GORYEO AND EARLY JOSEON IN
JEJU-DO

Kim Bong Chan

Major : Archaeology
Department of Korea and Literature
Graduate School of Morpo National University

(Supervised by Professor Lee Young mun)

<Abstract>

This paper aims to study the Late Goryeo and Early Joseon tombs
in Jeju—do by examining the correlation between the change in local
ruling class and transition of tombs, before and after the abolition of
the Seongju system in relation to the periodical transition of tombs.

The purpose of this study is to clarify the social characteristics of
Jeju—do at the time through the examination above. Thus, this study
investigated the forms of tombs and burial goods in the data obtained
from official investigations and excavations in the whole area of
Jeju—do, and referred to bibliographic data to classify the type and
period of the tombs. The type tombs can be classified largely into
wooden coffin tomb (Type 1), soil covered tomb (Type II), and
stone lined tomb (Type I). Wooden coffin tombs are subdivided into
boundary wooden coffin tomb (Style I A) and pure wooden coffin
tomb (Style IB) according to the boundary facilities outside the
chamber; and boundary wooden coffin tomb (Style I Al) is divided
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into stone slab boundary wooden coffin tomb (Style I Al) and
trimmed stone boundary wooden coffin tomb (Style I A2) according
to stone slabs. Moreover, the period of the Late Goryeo and Early
Joseon tombs in Jeju—do can be divided into Period I and Period II in
accordance with the early 1bthcentury and on the basis of
Hwabuk-dong tomb sites.

Period 1 includes boundary wooden coffin tombs of Style 1 A2
excluding Geumseong-ri relics and I Al as well as relics in the Jeju
attractive port site (District II Tomb no. 9) among Style IB. The
size of Style I Al-2 tombs is large compared to Period II, and the
site is mostly the hilly mountainous areas at least 200m above sea
level along the ridges. Burial goods barely remain due to the effect of
tomb robbery, but there are some in good shape in the Sangchang-ri
tomb site. This indicates that pottery was the main type of burial
goods, and various kinds of bronze tools were also buried. The Jeju
attractive port site (Style IB) tends to be large within the same
style, and celadon dishes and bronze spoons were found as burial
goods. However, it is located in the low-lying coastal areas lower
than 50m above sea level, which shows a difference from the tombs
in the same period.

Period II mostly includes Style I B, which positioned itself as the
major type of tomb in Jeju-do as time passed. In addition, Jeju
Seong—eup-ri tomb site from Style 1Al and Types I -1 are
included in Period II. Style I B tombs were mostly built in Period II,
many of which have holes inside the tombs with burial goods such
as white porcelain bowls and cups. Moreover, among the tomb
remains in the Jeju attractive port site, tombs no. 3 to 8 in District
II were lined up side by side as a group, showing the form of a
family tomb. The Jeju Seong-eup-ri tomb site of Type I Al and the
Jeju Sagye-ri tomb site of Type I seem to be the tombs of

influential people in the area judging from their shape. Compared to
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the Style I1Al1-2 tombs in Period I, the size became more
miniaturized. Furthermore, soil covered tombs of Type II are found
during this period, only in the Geumseong-ri tomb site. They were
built in the coastal dune, and the human bones discovered inside the
tombs are mostly those of infants. This indicates that the increased
deaths of infants from contagious diseases or famine made the people
choose the dune to bury the infants without making a mound on the
grave. Compared to Period I, Period II involved a change in the
locational aspect to the low-lying coastal areas lower than 100m
above sea level. Graveyards also tended to show diversification in
terms of location, from ridges to easy slopes, escarpment, flat land,
and coastal dunes. Burial goods mostly consist of
grayish-blue-powdered celadon and white porcelain, and mainly
bronze spoons among bronze tools. It can be found that less bronze
tools were buried compared to Period I

The change in tombs is caused by the change in the ruling class
of Jeju in the Late Goryeo and Early Joseon periods. Jeju—do is a
lonely island in the distant sea far away from the land, where the
central ruling powers could not reach. Thus, Jeju had its own
autonomous ruling system called the Seongju system under the
connivance of the central government. This Seongju system had its
own autonomous right in the direct domination of the Yuan Dynasty
in the Late Goryeo period, maintaining its influence within Jeju—do.
However, as the local ruling system was reinforced to attain
centralization of power after the foundation of Joseon, Jeju's Seongju
Ko Bong-rye and Prince Moon Choong-sae turned in their titles, and
the autonomous local ruling powers degenerated into the local Sajok
position or local Hyangri position. Moreover, with the strong
enforcement of the legislation imposing legal controls on building
tombs, the size of Style I A tombs changed from enlargement to

miniaturization and gradually became extinct.
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On the contrary, Style IB tombs were built more actively, as the
funeral rites culture was widespread among the general public as the
position of civilians improved along with the propagation of
Neo—-Confucianism after the foundation of Joseon.

Thus, due to such political and social changes, Styles 1 Al1-2
reduced gradually and became extinct, followed by the settlement of
Style IB as the main type of tomb used by the local Hyangri
position and the common civilians.

This study examined the characteristics of tombs by studying the
types of the Late Goryeo and Early Joseon tombs in Jeju—do, burial
goods, and the periodical transition process. However, there are
insignificant research examples and insufficient data thus far, due to
which the study could not show clear progress. Therefore, research
will be conducted continuously after collecting data through

investigation and excavation.
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