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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Outdoor Sign Design for the Brand Image
Improvement of Tourism Area
- Focused on jeju Special Self—Governing Province -

Shon, Jag Young

Dept. of Division of Design
The Graduate School
Hanyang University

The demands for street improvement projects for the purposes of
increasing the number of tourists and improving the regional economic
stabilities have increased over the years. These projects are suitable for
enhancing the convenience of the tourists and improving the brand image of
the region. Unprepared improvement projects without profound amount of
research prior to the projects, however, will only cause visual pollution
without actually achieving the original purpose and the effects. One of the
key factors in creating a unique identity and beautifying the region in street
improvement projects is how to effectively design outdoor signboards.

As a result, to prevent the problem of the visual pollution from
happening, the city should take substantial amount of time and effort in
researching the design elements in order to establish the brand image of the
streets so that the design will accurately reflect the cultural trend of the
region.

This research examined current policies of South Korea and those of

other countries on the types and characteristics outdoor signboards in order
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to firmly establish the concept of outdoor signboards. In addition, it
researched the effects of outdoor signboards on the tourism of the region by
studying the the process of establishment of brand image on a region, the
key design factors for outdoor signboard, as well as the relationship between
the region and outdoor signboards. It also looked for the problems of tourist
attractions in Jeju Special Self—Governing Province by comparing and
analyzing the regional characteristics and the visual factors of outdoor
signboards (types, color, typography) of successful examples from top four
tourist attractions in Jeju Special Self—Governing Province (gateway
attractions, cultural attractions, natural attractions, and economic attractions)
and top four attractions in domestic and foreign countries with similar
conditions but with superb outdoor signboards.

The overall analysis section organized the contents of the case analysis
and analyzed the functions of outdoor signboards (information aspects,
scenery aspects, public aspects) and the functions of public design (cognitive
aspects, visual aspects, readability, legibility, consistency) in relations to the
reflection of branding factors of the region. The researcher have researched
the theoretical concepts and types of the outdoor signboards and the branding
of the region through looking at professional theses, books, and
documentations. The analysis of design factors of outdoor signboards was
accomplished by using measuring tools by classifying the emotionality image
into type, color, and typography. The following conclusions could be made by
using aforementioned research techniques.

First, the functionality of the outdoor signboards and the public designs
increases with the increasing congruency of the types, colors, and typography
of the image scale distribution. The case analysis showed that the better the

functionality of the outdoor signboard and the public design is, the more
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congruent the image scale distribution was.

Second, the better the functionality of the outdoor signboard and the
public design is, the more the brand image of the region is reflected through
the design. In other words, outstanding tourist attractions have clean
environment and positive reflection of the branding factors, consequently
influencing the increase in the branding image.

By continuously researching the outdoor signboards that accurately
reflects the characteristics of Jeju Special Self—Governing Province with the
help of this research, which has analyzed the key design factors of outdoor
signboards for increasing the branding image of the region, Jeju Special
Self—Governing Province will be able to provide a solid foundation for a
differentiated marketing of the region and the creation of clean environment
for the tourists and the residents. I hope that this research will provide a
substantial amount of help in increasing the branding image of the tourist

region.
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