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ABSTRACT

The How to Utilize Exhibitions of Local Museums

for Social Studies Education of Elementary School Children

- A Case of Jeju Educational Museum -

Ko, Hong-ja

Major in Elementary Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education,

Jeju National University of Education

Supervised by Prof, Jeong, Kwang-Joong

Local culture can be developed, based on a cultural and historical
background. The effort to understand and create the tradition and culture
can be placed on the modern literary activity. Nowadays museums are
frequently visited, for educational purpose, social study or history.
However, in the real situation, museums are visited only for the passive

purposes of supporting classes or field trips.

The purpose of this study is to improve the reality of school education
by helping children feel enthusiastic and take interest in local culture
which they are unfamiliar with through local museums. The major topics
of this study are as follows;

B the relationship between elementary social study and local museums

B design of program for field trip to museums
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B suggestions of learning methods through Jeju Educational Museumn

The main learning methods through local museums, designed in this
study, include individual assignment work, cooperative learning by small
groups and field trips to museums. Jeju Educational Museum is selected as

an example.

The process of this study is arranged as follows;

Firstly, the relationship between elementary social study and local
museums is analyzed. The analysis shows that almost all the lesson units
except "economics” and "politics” have deep relationships with the materials
owned by local museums.

Secondly, it can be said that the museums in Jeju represent a life style
of overcoming difficulties with natural environment and the traditional
cultural style. And the various exhibits can be said to play an important
role in students understanding of local culture and the learning subjects
related with history and cultural characteristics in the community.

Lastly, the method of practical use of Jeju Educational Museum is
surveyed and analyzed, based on the third vear students of elementary
schoolers. The results are as follows;

A. The individual choice of assignment work is very effective by letting
students choose their own assignment task according to students’ own
interest, ability and development.

B. The cooperative study by small groups can be more effective by
letting students solve problems cooperatively through the exhibits.

C. The practice of field trips should be put into by individuals or small
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groups under the control of teachers so that students can approach and
understand the subjects through their own experience. At the same time

this method is much more effective than existing ones.

In summary, learning methods in elementary social study through local
museums contributes to understanding local culture and the community,
widening students’ judgement. Therefore, the effective use of the exhibits
or materials in local museums can be expected to bring us a good result

in the change of cognition of the community.

The suggestions from this study are as follows;

Firstly, More opportunities to use local museums should be given for the
purpose of supporting classroom education.

Secondly, the learning method centered by textbooks should be avoided
considering the characteristics of the subject. Teachers should try to give
students more opportunities for field trips.

Lastly, local museums should provide visitors with as many exhibits and
printed materials as possible. If possible, they should provide visitors with
experiencing places so that students can experience and try the traditional
culture they acquired. Especially some experts who can give elementary

schoolers explanations of the exhibits and guidance should be provided.
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