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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Characteristics of the Cheju Shim-bang

Kang, Ji-Hee

Department of Dance

The Graduate School of
Ewha Womans University

The increased interest in traditional Culture indicates an
equally elevated increase in shamman arts.

The shamman arts means a faith centered on a religions
priest called Mu-Kynk. At one time these shamman arts
were abhorred even by the peasants and politically shunned
However, in current times, there is no denying that
shammanism is part of the religion of the people.

The tendencies in the study of shamman arts can be
divided three-fold, First, there are studies on the Mu Kynk
that directly oversee the rituals; Second, those that focus on
Kut as the ritualistic dimeustion and, third, there are studies
on the followers.

Of the three, this researcher strongly feels that the study
of the religions priest, Mu-Kynk, in the field of shamman

should precede other fields. This study, accordingly deals
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with the characteristice of the Cheju Mu-Kynk in order to
understand the deep rooted foundations of peasant faith, and
furthermore the changing aspects of the Mu-Kynk and their
constant efforts and roles in the development of shammanism.

Cheju-do, being an island, has been witness to a more
successful and plentiful role for shammanism, and the role
of the Mu-Kynk is crucial in mediating a neutral channel
between the gods and the people.

The significance of the Mu-Kynk can be interpreted in
varions ways, howerer in this study it will be limited to
those who actually perform the rites, such as the Man-Shin,
Bak-su, Shin-bang, Mu-Nyeo. The study especially
focusses on the Cheju Shin-bang and as the study method,
an analysis of existing studies and theories was utilized, as
well as interviews with the Cheju Shin-bang. Howerer,
there are limitations that the Shin-bang interviewed do not
represent the whole of the Cheju Shin-bang population.
Therefore, in chapter I, the purpose and methodology of the
study, also it's limits were presented. In chapter II, the
theoretical background of the Mu-Kynk, and its origins and
the forms of dance were observed. Chapter III deals with
the subject matler of the study, in the Cheju Shin-bang.

First, by presenting theoretical backgrounds on the name

‘Shin-bang’ meaning Shin-bang in Cheju, and Secondly, case
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studies on the process of entering shammanism, thirdly, a
comparison of the economic and social status of the
Shin-bang in past and present, and finally, distinguishing
traits of the shammans, the study deals with this subject.
The final chapter IV, summarizes the main content and

implies the important vole of the Cheju Shin-bang.
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