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Abstract

The Study on How to Practice Educational Drama

Centering on Playfulness of The 12 BonFuRi of JeJuDo

Bae, Jin-Sup

Graduate school of
interdisciplinary program in
Studies of Arts,
SungKyunKwan University

A myth has great educational value in respect that it raises fundamental
questions and reflection between God and human, nature and human, even
human and human, which can be hard to define that it is just a fictional story
among gods. For one instance, human beings could free themselves from God
when Prometheus passed fire, which was only allowed to God, to earth. The
use of fire was a prelude to civilization. However, human beings brought about
the clue for basic tragedy by opening Pandora’s box after all. In Japan’'s birth
myths, Izanagi({#4£5#) made lzanami({#4E#F) rotten against the promise that he
did not have to see her face while they were escaping from X A& IZ(FHRED

B4]), which means underworld. In addition, in Jejudo’s myth the King So-byul,

who was son of the King Chun-i, came to have the power to move the
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irregular human world by disobeying the order from his fater and cheating his
brother. These stories give us the chance to consider destination between God
and human, nature and civilization. These various events in the myths above
can make us reflect the life of the past, the present, and the future, which can
be regarded as precious cultural heritage.

Jejudo in Korea is so rich in myths that it was called ‘the town of gods.’
The reason Jejudo has maintained its original myths and the shamanism for a
long time is based on the geographical position that Jejudo is an island. That is,
Korea proper was steadily influenced by Buddhist and Confucian culture while
Jejudo got a smaller effect from the central government politically and culturally.
On the contrary, Buddhism and Confucianism was absorbed into the shamanism
of Jejudo. which was rejected from Korea proper. We can check these facts with
the various shamanistic ritual ceremonies that is performed in many regions of
Jejudo. Especially, the myth of Jejudo called BonpuRi implies its own way to
represent shamanism of Jejudo. I examined the nature of playing shown in the
myths of Jejudo and applied it to various learning methods in the educational
play. The playing I stated above is premised on the two points of view, and the
first one is the playing as acting form in the certain performance. For example,
the exorcism, which originally means the act of getting rid of bad spirit, means
role playing or drama game in the educational play. The second one means the
properties of playing as a Text or Pre Text for the performance. The former
comes under the actual acting by the point of performing arts while the latter
the theoretical characteristics examined in the humanities. Based on this view, 1
am going to look into the properties of playing shown in the BonpuRi of

Jejudo, and then put it to practical playing act. In order to do this, I tried to
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find the properties of playing by studying the number of strokes of Chinese
characters [#, r, ¥ meaning playing. In this case, I found out that each stroke
X, K, & from the characters M, ¥r, ## in turn was the clue to finding the
properties of playing. That is to say, the relational, creative, and empirical
characteristics were shown from the strokes X, &, &, which can be regarded as
the core properties of playing as a conventional concept. Also, I examined how
the properties of playing appeared in the BonFuRi of Jejudo, focusing on the
twelve BonFuRi. I discovered that they are related to the relational characteristics
in the story about the relations between heaven and human or family members,
the creative ones in the story about a motive of flowers, transformation of
another thing, the ™(Maeng Doo) play, and the empirical ones in the story
about making preparations for the underworld, goblin play, experiencing earth
by God.

Finally, I thought that these findings need to be developed to apply them to
the educational practice, so 1 devised how to play, based on the various
theoretical frames of educational play. This is because learning activities
performed in the educational play focuses on ‘the act of playing.” On the basis
of this recognition, I applied the three characteristics above to Brecht’ epic
theatre, Creative Drama, Applied Theatre, Art Integration, Drama In Education
and presented practical lesson plan. With a series of researches, this study has
great meaning and value in the fact that I found the important facts of playing
by the traditional views, applied it to BonFuRi of Jejudo, and then gave shape
to the method of learning. After all, this study was done by the points of the
humanities and the performing arts. From the humanities’ view, I examined

BonFuRi playing of Jejudo and the properties of playing through the
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conventional character concept. Also, from the performing arts’” view I tried to
apply such properties of playing to the educational practice by the various ways
of the educational play. Therefore, I want this study to arouse academic interest
about playing and the properties of it. Also, it will help develop methodology of

the educational play in Korea.
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