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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Climate and the Prevention Measures
of the People in Jejudo during the Joseon Dynasty

Kim, Oh jin

Ph. D. Program in Atmospheric Environmental Science
Department of Geography

The Graduate School of Konkuk University

The purpose of this study is to prove the prevention measures of
Jejudo islander climate by observing the characteristics of Jejudo’s climate
and weather disasters, in addition to analyzing the actions of locals.

The frequency of weather disasters in Jejudo showed a gradual
increase starting from the mid-16th century and a sudden increase in
the 17th century, while showing a great decrease in the 19th century.
The 17th century was the peak for the little ice age, where climate
fluctuations were severe. There were strong winds, heavy rain and
snowfalls, drought, and cold waves across Jejudo at this time. During
the Joseon Dynasty, Jejudo showed many weather disasters ranking in
order of wind damage, flood damage, drought, and frost damage.
According to specific area, Jejumok was at the top for the most
weather disasters, followed by Dejunghyeun and Jeongeuihyeun.

In the Joseon Dynasty, farmers of Jejudo formed windbreaks by
piling up stone walls to cope with wind damage. Furthermore, Bokto

and Dapjeon agriculture were used to deal with damage from drought,
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as fallow and Baryeong agriculture provided to protect soil fertility.
Also, farmers raised famine relief foods in case of weather disasters.
Famine relief foods seem to withstand weather disasters better than
other species and take a short farming period.

The fishermen of Jejudo in the Joseon Dynasty utilized the wind well for
sailing and fishing. When heading to the Korean peninsula, the fishermen
used the east and southeast wind. While heading back to Jejudo, the
fishermen took advantage of the north and northwest wind. During strong,
windy days, stone was loaded onto the ship for safe sailing.

Due to the strong wind, folk beliefs, such as the Wind God, have
been spread generally in Jejudo. As a representative belief of wind
culture there is ‘Yeongdeungje, which is held in the turnover from
winter to spring. This type of belief has developed as an aspect of
great fluctuation in weather and strong winds.

When researching the climate of Jejudo in the Joseon Dynasty, it shows
great similarities to the little ice age that was occurring globally.
Especially in the 17th century, it was spotted that unusual weather
patterns had developed across Jejudo. Meanwhile, unlike the Korean
peninsula, where there was severe damage from floods, Jejudo suffered
from wind damage mainly due to typhoons during the Joseon Dynasty.
The production methods and lifestyles to cope with the special climate

have served as a foundation for the regional culture of Jejudo.

Keyword : Jejudo, Joseon Dynasty, Climate, Agriculture, Fishery
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