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A Study of Joseon Period’s Publication Culture in Jeju

Yoon, Bong—-Taek

Chonnam National University Graduate School

(Interdisciplinary Program of Cultural Properties)

(Directed by Professor, Kim, Dae-Hyun)
(Co-adviser : Song, II-Gi)

ABSTRACT

Considering the Jeju@#JH) situations underdeveloped in the bibliographic
research spheres, this study is to identify and analyze the printing/publi—
cation culture and heritage of Jeju region In the Joseon@Gilff) period,
mainly focusing on the existing woodblocks and printings, as well as the
catalogue of woodblocks (etc., chackpanmokrok i, chaek —pangom-—
okrok T H#k)

Due to the Kumkoangmeongkeongmunku (%YeWik<4)) as an example of
patriotic scripture and the oldest woodblock printed at Jeju Myoreonsa(#
wiiit) in the late Korea period, Jeju people can sustain their own identity
and pride by such a printing cultural legacy.

With the advent of Jeseon Dynasty putting Buddhism into a national
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ideology, it was found out that some valuable books of diverse domains
such as the veterinary, local defense against Japan invasion, learning and
education for the Jeju youth, and so on were printed in Jeju. In particular, the
printing culture level of Jeju region, at that time, seemed to be priceless and
outstanding. this is because Jeju people could also print and complete the
woodblocks in a form of technically wood trimming and printing sculpture.

The catalogue files of Jeju woodblocks ware discovered, and also recorded
significantly in Jogyesansongkwangsasago (g AL, Sooncheonsong—
kwangsajangkoreapancheonsoonpalbuljeon (KA Jrm s et KR shin), and Jo
-seonhwangjosilrok (#1t Eilti#), including Gosachalyo (s, Giyoun—
grock Cawask), Tamnaj (EEL), Jejueupyi EINEEE), Gochaekpanyouchogo(k
I %), and so on, which have composed 256 woodblocks

Jeju’s some woodblock printing/publication outcomes prior to Imjin
War(year 1592-1598) against Japan in the Joseon include a typical case
of aegicheongyunrok (iil¥s%), printed in the most early period, and furthe-
rmore  Dongkuksaryak (KEU8), Gumsijangsik (Bktik), Jeokbyukbu (JREERL),
and Wanhwaryusoo @iftiixK). The total number of such woodblocks
remained 11 cases.

Despite of largescaled fire losing Jeju's woodblocks in Year 1435 and
1677, they were endlessly printed, thus extending into three periods
between 1392-1435, between 1436-1677, and between 1678-1899. With
regard to this period base, some significant woodblocks in Jeju location
had been printed, thus containing 39 titles of Gyungbu &), 15 titles of
Sabu (b)), 51 titles of Jabu (1), 13 titles of Jipbu E#), and totally
recording 118 kinds of woodblocks in Jeju.

When [ analyze the published woodblocks arranged via a quarter
division method, there could exist 99 titles, which include 28 titles of
GyungbuGes), 14 titles of Sabu (i), 47 titles of Jabu (v, 10 titles of

Jipbu (). There, In particular, was 27 titles of Jabu(+#) which accounts
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for arts and cultural activities in Jeju region. The order of published
proportion in the woodblocks is Jabu(yih), GyungbuGkeit), SabuChif), and
JipbuCti). This means that some exiled scholars from the mainland might
participate in cultural activities and education for young people, thus
vitalizing diverse publication and printing enterprises in Jeju.

In comparison with both quantity and quality of the woodblocks in the
printing/publication of the mainland, Jeju's ones may generate large
differences and thus be alienated from the research objects. In this
context, this study exposes some limit by depending upon some historical
materials left to the present.

Meanwhile, Jeju as an exiled island where some political victimizers
used to be laid down have played significant roles on comparatively
investigating the history of woodblocks to be continued in their
publication and printing. This is because we are able to see the
publication of AKumkoangmeongkeongmunku (&)eWisesct)), even under Won
(r)’s colonial domination, to get Yaegicheongyunrok (igidiglil#%) in the early
Joseon Dynasty, and to sustain such a publication of woodblocks despite

of grand fire against Jeju's local government office building in Year 1677.
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