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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Musical characteristics of Jeju local
Folksongs

Oh, Nam Hun

Major in Elementary Music Education
Graduate School of Korea National University of Education
Chung-Buk, KOREA

Supervised by Professor Byun, Mi Hye

Korean folksongs are usually categorized according to region of origin into
the following groups: Kyunggi folksongs, Seodo folksongs, Namdo folksongs,
Dongbu folksongs and Jeju folksongs. These groups can be further classified
according to musical style or Tori, as Kyunggi Tori, Susimga Torl,
Youkjabaegi Tori, Menari Tori. However, since the characteristics of Jeju
folksongs have never been clearly delineated, there are no categories, like
Jeju Tori, based on musical style. The aim of this study is to clarify the
musical characteristics of Jeju local folksongs through analyzing the lyric
structures, tonal systems, melodic structure, and formal structure of the Jeju
local folksongs most well—known among Jeju people.

The analysis indicates five main characteristics of Jeju local folksongs.
First, the tonal systems of Jeju local folksong are @ Do—Re—Mi—Sol—-La,
@ Sol-La —Do— Re—Mi, and @ Re—Mi—Sol-La—do. The case of @ and
@ can be shifted to the others' scale by changing the third note: For
examples, Do—Re—|[Fa]-Sol—-La = Sol-La—Do—Re—Mi or Do—Re—Mi—Sol—La
= Sol-La—[Si]-Re— Mi.
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Second, the melodic structure is composed of two parts; beginning part
and ending part. In the beginning part, the first note starts with the highest
tone, and goes down to the higher tone than the ending tone making the
first downward melody. Then after the tone goes little upward, it goes
downward to the ending tone making the second downward melody. In the
ending part, generally the melody moves evenly and at the ending phrase,
the notes gradually go down to the ending tone, usually the lowest tone. In
the most cadence, the final sound continues to the end of the beat.

Third, Sigimsae is the short pattern of serial notes, and takes an important
role for forming the first and second downward melodies. It consists of two
types; one is going down, and the other is going up and down. This
melismatic series of notes provide the rhythmic movement of the melody
and the distinct musical beauty to Jeju local folksongs. In addition, these
songs are calmly sung without deep vibration.

Fouth, the musical texture is shown in three ways; call and response
style, singing a song in turns and solo style. The lyrics and melody of call
and response style usually are not changeable than them of turns style.

Fifth, Jeju local folksongs are usually slow, the dynamic range of the song
is narrow and the pitches are low.

This study formalizes the distinctive features of Jeju local folksongs
allowing for the academic expansion of the range of Korean folksong study
associated with Tori. Further research is necessary to prepare educational
contents such as Sigimsae, Hanbae, proper pitch, singing styles, melodic
stucture in order for students to systematically experience various musical
grammar of Korean music.

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Korea
National University of Education in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
degree of Master of Education in February, 2010.
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