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A study on the transformation and architectural
characteristics of the traditional housing in Cheju Island in

the 19th century

The traditional house of Cheju Island had been formed with its peculiar
background among Korean ftraditional houses. This study discloses the
characteristics of such a Cheju traditional house. Korean society of the 19th
century had included a lot of factors to make change in the private house. Since
the 18th century the commercial economy had continued to develop itself and
agricuitural technology had been developed to cause social position system to be
changed and sovereign power to become weak and Samjeong system(three kinds
of important national policy during Yi dynasty) to be disturbed, by which last
phenomenon of the feudal society were shown. In the course Shilhak (positivism)
of new ideology had appeared and an overall change had been made in Korean
traditional house in accordance with such an era situation.

At the same time, "The policy to ban leaving the Island” for 200 years had been
released in the traditional house in Cheju Island to add transformation factor.

In this study concerning traditional house transformation of Cheju lIsland during
this innovation period,

1) The inherent ideology has been disclosed.

2) The feature of the change has been comprehended.

3) The point of view, in which the interest has been concentrated
mainly on the transformation in space construction, has been established
to discover movement rule of transformation phenomenon..

This study has been made based on the following procedure :

1st step : Scope

2nd step : The cultural factor, which becomes background of traditional

house in forming private house of Cheju lIsland, has been
studied

3rd step : The feature of original traditional house has been comprehended

at Cheju Island and traditional house in surrounding area has
been also studied.

4th step : The study has been made and case has been analyzed

concerning the relation between Cheju traditional house in the
19th century and the situation of the same éra.
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5th step : The transformation and its cause of Cheju traditional house in the
19th century have been studied and the ideology has been
clarified.

6th step : Conclusion

At that time local ruling class had been created at Cheju Island, and the
merchants at Cheju Island, who had exclusive commercial power, had arranged the
momentum for the innovative Cheju traditional house by accumulating their profits,
and the exile, a kind of execution system, had been often occurred due to the
disturbance of central government to be understood to introduce a lot of the
exiled persons to the lsland to provide a chance to meet scholastic and ideological
maturity and bring ideological change. In particular, the ideology of "Pursue truth
based on the reality (Shi-sa-ku-si)”, in which not only Confucian scholar such as
Sang Heon, Kim and Si Yeol, Song and Eun, Chung but also Jeong Hi, Kim (pen
name : Choosa) believed, had given great effect on ideology formation at Cheju
Island in the 19th century. ’ '

1) The space system of Korean traditional village had its own closed feature, but
that of Cheju Island had open space system. This open space concept had
been also applied to space construction of private house. In other words, the
same concept might be applied to not only the external space expanded among
the buildings in which Madang (yard), being placed separately each others, was
the central place, but also radial type of road system that was core public
facility in the village.

2) Cheju Island traditional house had shown its fundamental change in the 19th
century, for example, "Meori Bang” or "Meori Maru”. This was a phenomenon
to transfer Sarang, that is, the area for the exclusive use of the reception and
study for male, to Cheju private village of the previous era. The feature of
Cheju traditional house had been determined by “"Meori: Bang” in the 19th
century.

3) The transformation in space system comprised vthe interior and exterior concept

that followed the courtesy of Confucianism, and the change in the structure and
construction method had been applied to realistic construction theory.
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4)

Ideological background of independent building and stationary style had been
selected according to the nature of Confucian of Yi Dynasty that the ancient
method was recognized to be ideal.

5) The transformation of Cheju Island of the 19th century had been led by native

ruling powers. They belonged to the aristocratic class but did self supporting
agricultural work so that double criteria had been applied by both the
justification based on courtesy and advantageous benefit in production activity.
Therefore, Cheju traditional house shared reasonableness and variety of the
space.

6) The economic allowance, which formed Cheju traditional house in the 19th, had

been made by commercial trade activity. In other words, mercantilism policy,
which was performed during Jeongjo King era. in the latter half part of the 18th
century, provided the momentum. Therefore, the policy had the commercial
ideology to express positive acceptance desire against economic principle and
new one, and was compared with the ideology formed by agricultural base in
the land.

Cheju Island traditional house, which had shown such a transformation shape,
had the following features :
a) Classicism
b) Rationalism
¢) Madang {yard) oriented centripetal space
d) Dynamic external space
e) Descent style space hierarchy
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