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Abstract

This study starts from the questions such as ‘How much does the discourse on ‘strong Jeju women’
reflect the reality of them?’ and ‘Do Jeju women have the equal status as members of society like they
are cited as strong women?’

The remarks on Jeju women are based on tales and myths. At the same time, the female divers in Jeju
and women in history who have lived through harsh conditions of times and regions symbolize the
lives of Jeju women. The point in the discourse on strong Jeju women is that they have overcome their
difficult lives with their strength. The exclusive possession and diffusion of ‘the discourse on strong
Jeju women’ is interconnected with two things; the views of Jeju from the people on land as strangers
and the attempts to suggest ideological products or new symbols from the intentions of political
powers in Jeju. This kind of the discourse on strong Jeju women plays the role to spread and
strengthen patriarchal ideology.

This study is meaningful with two reasons; firstly it proves that there is no connection between
symbolized images of Jeju women created from ‘the discourse on Jeju women’ and the reality of them,
and secondly it tries to criticize ‘the discourse on strong Jeju women’ spread as the main discourse in
Jeju with the feministic point of view. I hope this study serves as a momentum to find the identity of
Jeju women and suggest that the power be gathered to restructure them through the new type of
community discourse vitalized by Jeju women. Furthermore, I hope Jeju women find their position as
political and social agents who transform Jeju society effectively, not as agents who reenact the

dominant discourse.

Key words: strong Jeju women, discourse, views from strangers, patriarchal dominant ideology,

female diver in Jeju, proverb, tale, Jeju women in history, the reality of Jeju women
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