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ABSTRACT

The study of the 'Jejudo Munjado’ late Joson

Kim, Byung Un
Dept. of Art History
Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

This dissertation is a study of Jeju Munjado, or Chinese Character
Painting. Works of folk painting, or Minhwa have remained
uncertain and unknown in their age and creator. As a wide
variety of studies on this painting genre were made, a movement
to classify them by style and artist arouse. Closely examining the
distinctive characteristics of Jeju Chinese Character Painting, |
note how this specific painting style represented its age and

locality.

Traditional folk painting in the late Joseon period is greatly



meaningful in that it candidly and straightforwardly reflected
various aspects of commoner’s culture through Korean aesthetics,
formative quality, and color sensation. Chinese character painting
is a pictorial representation of Chinese characters that convey
didactic, auspicious meanings including loyalty, filial piety, and
Samgang-oryun (Three Bonds and the Five Relations: The three
fundamental principles and the five pragmatic moral codes of
Confucianism). It was made mainly in the type of folded screens,
with an intention to attain wishes through these characters. Since
the 18™ century, this painting style began spreading in the life of
literati scholars and extended to the general public in the 19

century when the order of feudal society gradually collapsed.

At that time, Jeju Island formed its independent cultural sphere,
and its social structure embraced positive ideas, thanks to its
interchange with China since the Goryeo period. Based on Jeju’s
geographical features and historical background, | see Jeju
Munjado as a typical Jeju painting style. Through this study, |
intend to compare, classify, and arrange a huge number of Jeju

Chinese character paintings.

Especially in the chapter Il of this study, | put focus on the



formal characteristic and meaning of Jeju Munjado. | shed light
on its composition, character form, expressive technique, local
subject matter, and symbols from the perspective of the Jeju
people. In this respect, Jeju Munjado has plenty of concepts of
cultural history and is highly regarded with its simplicity and
clearness of form and eminent originality. Although many studies
on folk painting have been conducted, | expect this study to
renew understanding and expand the sphere of folk painting by

focusing on Munjado in a specific area.

Jeju Munjadocan be considered as a typical folk painting genre
for commoners but assumes a symbolic role of connoting diverse
meanings in its simple, audacious style. Its unpretentious beauty
of form leads viewers to literal imagination and simultaneously

conveys clear messages.

It is hard to deny the fact that this painting genre had a grave
impact on modern and contemporary Korean art. Through studies
of and interests in folk painting, we will be able to create most

truly Korean, dynamic, humorous, and abundant images.
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