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ABSTRACT

A Study On The Social Status Structure Of Cheju-Do
Residents In The 18th And 19th century
~-By The Analysis Of Hojukchungcho Of Daejung-Hyun-

Kim, dong-jun

Dept. of History

The Graduate School of
Dan-Kook University

Advisor; Prop. Cha, Moon-Sup

The purpose of this dissertation is to show the reality of the social
status change in the 18th and 19th century through the case study of
the specific area of Cheju-Do(EME;). To do so, this dissertation makes
use of Hojukchungcho of (P& E) Daejung-Hyun(X#%t), Cheju-Do,
as a basic material. The analysis of Hojuk(F%E) in this dissertation
shows two characteristic aspects. First, according to Jikyeok(B:i#%)
registered in Hojuk, the social status of residents in Daejung-Hyun is
divided into Yangban(@#), Chungin(#fA), Sangmin(¥ &) and Nobi(iX
#), and the change process of the social status of people who belong to
each social status is to be examined. Second, we are to understand the
concrete aspects of the social status change through the social status
change of people who belong to Hyangri(#%) and Taphan(##) group.

The whole social status structure of Cheju area is to be examined



from the point of four time periods such as the year of 1786(Period 1),
the early part and late part of the 19th centuryv(Period II and II), the
year of 1898(Period IV). Yangbanho(FiBtF) was 17.6% in Period I,
248% in Period 1, 315% in Period I and 751% in Period V.
Chunginho(#* AF) was 21.8% in Period I, 38.1% in Period I, 43.8% in
Period Il and 134% in Period V. Sangminho(FERF) was 154% in
Period 1, 43.2% in 1807 of Period I (the average of Sangminho was
334% in Period 0), 234% in Period Il and 11.0% in Period V4.
Finally, Nobiho(fX#F) was 45.2% in Period I, 35% in Period I, 1.3%
in Period and 0.4% in Period V.

Let us look at the characteristics of each social status in each
period. In 1786 Kongnobi(AiXi#) was about 50% of residents, Yangban
and Chungin about 40%, but the number of Sangmin was absolutely
short. We can point out the relative difficulty of the transition between
the social status as the main characteristics of this period. But this
characteristics came to change entirely as the result of the release of
Kongnobi in 1801.

In other words, the release of Kongnobi had a great influence on
the collapse of the social status system in Cheju-Do. Yangban and
Chungin continued to increase during Period II and II since 1801, and
we can suspect that this phenomenon resulted from the rising to the
upper social status from the lower social status. In 1807(Period 1I)
Sangmin also multiplied because a great number of Kongnobi rose to
the common people ,but Sangmin began to decrease gradually
afterwards because Sangmin sought to rise to another upper social
status. All of Kongnobi except Kannobi(Eiti#) and Kyonobi(&ixi#)



became the common people by the release of Kongnobi in 1801 and Nobi
constituted 4.4% of all residents in Period II and about 1.2% of all
residents in Period II. Period IV after Kabogaehyuk shows the
characteristics that the rapid increase of Yangban resulted in the relative
decrease of Chungin and Sangmin and that Nobi continued to remain in
spite of the abolition of Nobi system in 1894

The social status system in Cheju-Do, when compared with that of
other areas, shows the relative difficulty of the transition between the
social status until the end of the 18th century but shows a great deal of
the unsettledness since 1801. Toward the late part of the 15th century
this unsettledness of the social status system in Cheju-Do accelerates
further than in other areas, and this proves the dynamic power of the
rural community of Cheju-Do at that time.

In the end of the 18th century Kongnobi, who formed about 50% of
the Cheju~Do residents, had both the last name and the family origin,
and most of them shared even a role of the common people. When we
look into the marriage aspects of Kongnobi, we can know the fact that
while 85% of Kongnobi got married within the same class, only 15% of
Kongnobi got married to the people of other social status. This indicates
a great difficulty of the transition to other social status from Kongnobi.
Kokong({T) and Sanobi(®AfX##), who Hyangrichung (%3 /&)and
Yangban almost possessed, were of small number. As the time passed,
the number of women in Kokong increased considerably, a lot of
Chungin as well as the collapsed farmers were included in the social

status of Kokong and the age of Kokong was mainly in the prime of
life.



On the other hand, as the social status system showed a great deal
of unsettledness in Cheju-Do in the 19th century, Hyangricheung sought
to rise to the social status of Yangban after they got the temporary
Jikyeok(B%%) of Chunchong(TF#8) and Sungjang(3H%) with the basis of
their wealth. The social status of Taphan, who had charge of one of the
most difficult six roles in Cheju-Do, was almost Kongnobi in the late
part of the 18th century. While the unsettledness of the social status
system since 1801 enabled them to rise to the upper class, some of them
remained the Jikyeok of Taphan(##) which was succeeded to their
descendents.

As we have seen so far, the social status system in Cheju-Do
shows the relative difficulty of the transition between the social status
before 1801 but shows a great deal of unsettledness and an indication
of collapse by the release of Kongnobi in 1801. As a result, the lower
class continued to rise to the upper class, and the rural community of
Cheju—Do in the 19th century, when compared with other areas, was
breaking down the social status system rapidly during the short time.
This unsettledness of the social status system could exert act as the
social background on the common people’s big and small uprings Which

took out in Cheju-Do in the late part of the 19th century.



