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ABSTRACT

A Study on Regional Uniqueness of Jeju
Manifested in <BaeBiJangJeon)

by
KO DONG SIL

Department of Creative Writing & Literary Contents

Graduate School
Korea National Open University

Supervised by Professor : Park. Tai Sang

<Baebijangjeon> 1is the pansori—affiliated novel, which portrays the
phase of the times of the late period of the Joseon Dynasty in a
narrative space of Jeju. This novel embodies the false consciousness
and hypocrisy of gentry society of the day in deviant behaviour of
Jeju government office officials, and exposes their real picture frankly
through a collective satire led by jeju—do provincial residents. The
collective satire and cynicism of people of lower classes against such
gentry authority are realized in the midst of a special environment of
Jeju. This reflected the value rule and ideology by the universal order

of social status of the time.

Accordingly, this study considered how Jeju, as a key stage of

- 138 -



<Baebijangjeon>, was reflected in the work through the regional
uniqueness.

This study did an in—-depth analysis of actual condition, such as not
only the history and culture of Jeju but also its climate and custom,
etc. while putting weight on the point that <Baebijangjeon> 1is the
only old novel with Jeju region as a spatial background through the
bond, in which folk tale was connected to pansori, and pansori was
linked to an old novel.

As a result, this study managed to arrange some turning points of the
existing researches on <Baebijangjeon>. The contents are arranged as

follows:

First, the source folk tales of <Baebijangjeon> that have been brought
up 1n the hitherto researches 1s ambiguous 1in their influential
relationship. However, this study made the influential relationship clear
through the arrangement of source folk tales by dividing them into
tooth-removing  folk tale, rice-chest folk tale and actual

facts(non—fiction) around the original.

Second, Jeju—do Island has uniqueness distinct from the overland
districts. This study looked into how the historical background,
geographical environment, role and phase of life of native figure as a
place of exile and border area, and characteristics of Jeju as a tourist

attraction are reflected in works of fiction. In this process, this study
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was able to grasp the moving line of Jeju Moksa’'s honored going for
his new post. In addition, this study confirmed that the place names of

Jeju related to the text coincided with actual place names.

Third, this study examined whether the cause of unavoidable
disappearance of <Baebijangtaryeong> which was already handed down
by word of mouth during the formation period of pansori, from the
pansori stage as it passed its prime in the 19th century, might
possibly have something to do with the uniqueness of Jeju region.
Pansori 1s deeply associated with market formation. Earlier on, there
formed a market around the Jeju government office, and that much,
Jeju was equipped with sufficient condition of pansori formation, but
Jeju 1s still perceived as the region where pansori has failed to take
root yet. Nevertheless, considering the uniqueness of Jeju region, it’'s
possible to presume that pansori might have been formed by an author

who was rich in background knowledge of Jeju.

Fourth, this study considered how the geographical special space of
Jeju 1s reflected in literary works in the process of genre interaction.
This study grasped the narrative structure in depth by comparing a
lewd woman narrative introduced in  "Namsailnoky; with Aerang
narrative. In addition, this study did comparative analysis of the desire
structure of the Jeju gisaeng type & Aerang character in the process

of looking into diverse features of Jeju gisaeng. Through this, this
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study got to know that on the one hand, Aerang, as a character born
in combination with diverse features of Jeju gisaeng, dreams of
maintenance of livelihood, or wealth and honor, but on the other hand,
she is the character, in whom a critical mind of the author, who tried
to criticize the status(hierarchical) society of the Joseon Dynasty, is

reflected.

Through the research on the uniqueness of Jeju region manifested in
<Baebijangjeon> up to the present, this study was able to understand
what an important role the spatial background of a pansori—affiliated
novel plays in story development. Particularly, <Baebijangjeon> is held
in high historical value as bibliographical data as well in that it 1s the
oldest Korean novel with Jeju as its key background. In addition,
through this research, this study hopes it might serve as a momentum
to newly recognize the importance as generality of spatial background

of an old novel.
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