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ABSTRACT

A Study on Regional Identity Building through Jeju Folksong Education: the

case of the sixth-grade elementary curriculum

Graduate School of Korean Music Education, Chung-Ang University
Major for Korean Music of Elementary Education

Oh Man-taek

Foreign language education and local traditional culture education are part of
globalization education that aims at producing the creative elite who can take
the initiative in future society. The state of the two kinds of education was
checked in this study, and it's found that local traditional culture education was
disregarded. A local traditional culture is created through the interaction of local
residents, and education about that makes a contribution to the regional identity
building of students. To actualize a genuine globalization education, foreign
language education should be provided only after students learn about local
traditional culture first to build their regional identity.

In order to put local traditional culture education geared toward regional
identity building on the right track, the localization of the national curriculum is
mandatory. Studies of curriculum localization have centered around social
studies, but the localization of curriculum should be implemented in every kind
of educational activities that include academic education, optional activities,
extracurricular activities and guidance.

Specifically, it could be said that a music curriculum plays a key role in

curriculum localization when the nature and roles of music is taken into account.
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Localized music education is expected to enable students to understand the
aesthetic value of music, to learn about music-related facts by taking a
historical approach, and ultimately to step up their own regional identity
building.

What matters is what sort of music should be selected to ensure successful
localized learning. Folksongs of a particular region were composed by locals in
that region and show their ideas, lives and sentiment. They are a mirror of
local emotion and way of thinking and consequently make a contribution to the
emotional integration of the region. Students are able to understand the
historical, social and cultural characteristics of their region and thereby to have
a regional identity when they learn folksongs. Thus, folksongs have a great
educational meaning. Given the fact, folksongs seem to be appropriate for
localized music education.

The purpose of this study was to examine the sixth-grade elementary
curriculum, to select Jeju folksongs suitable for the curriculum, and to map out
systematic teaching-learning methods in consideration of the musical, historical,
social and cultural meanings of the selected folksongs on the assumption that
localized learning by local folksongs, which were the cultural products of the
region, would serve to expedite regional identity building among learners.

The subjects in this study were 64 students in two different sixth— grade
classes in J elementary school located in the city of Jeju in Jeju Special
Self-Governing Province. The instrument used in this study covered five
components of regional identity, which were local language, local involvement,
local pride, local culture and local image.

An experimental group and a control group took a pretest by using the

instrument in the second week of September, 2009, and the two groups turned
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out equivalent. The experimental group took 19 lessons from the third week of
September to the second week of October, 2009. Each lesson run 40 minutes,
and that group was engaged in field study once. The control group received
instruction by utilizing the songs of the textbook according to the national
curriculum. After every education program was completed, a posttest was
carried out in the third week of October.

When the Jeju folksong education programs were conducted, the following
findings were given:

First, the Jeju folksong education that was based on the localized curriculum
enabled the school children to show a significant rise of scores in local
language, local involvement, local pride and local culture, and consequently had a
positive and significant impact on the regional identity building of the
elementary schoolers.

Second, the Jeju folksong education that was based on the localized curriculum
allowed the school children to have a balanced image of their region, which
affected their regional identity building in a positive and significant way.

Given the findings, it was concluded that the Jeju folksong education based on
the localized curriculum exerted a positive and significant influence on the
regional identity building of the elementary schoolers. Therefore teachers should
try to take such an approach, and the findings of the study are expected to be

of some use for school education.
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