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ABSTRACT

A Study on Glass Arts focusing on the Snake Symbol Myth
in Cheju Island |

Yang, Yoon Young

Major in Glass Arts and Design,

‘The Graduate School of Design, Kookmin University.
Directed by professor Kim, Ki Ra

There is a certain myth representing identity and desires of a specific
society in myths handed down from generation to generation. One of them
is the snake myth containing snake worship (“the Snake Symbol Myth™),
which has been inherited in Jeju Island along with such worship as
‘Chilsung Worship’ and ‘Tosandang Snake Worship’. The Snake Symbol
Myth is original in that the snake was impersonated and the myth has been
handed down with worship ceremony, one type of folk belief wishing for
wealth- and fortune. In this study, the researcher analyzed the
characteristics of the Snake Symbol Myth in Jeju Island and moulded and
expressed the image obtained from the study with glass.

This study reviewed the meanings of a snake from the point of view of
anthropology and various symbols of a snake in the Orient and the
Occident. In addition, this study contained analyzing the typical snake
myth in Jeju Island and understanding the meanings thereof. Based on the
understanding, the researcher inquired into differences and/or

particularities from other snake symbols.
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In this study, the researcher made works of art representing the images of
dishes and candlestands used in religious services, one of items used in
‘Dang’ where worship ceremony is held in Jeju Island, with glass
characterized by transparency and amorphous solid. The researcher
intended to introduce images of local folk belief praying for wealth,
fortune and fecundity in this study.

In the expression of study work, Graal method, one of Blowing methods,
that is engraving images on the surfice of glass mould and then reheating
and overlaying transparent glass on that images, and Paradise Painting
method, that is drawing images on coloring and tranprent glass mould
using enamel paint. For some work, the researcher tried Blowing method

using Scoria, ash of lava in Jeju Island.

The purpose of this study is that one of Jeju Island local myths becomes
popular culture content as cultural resouces. And this study will be the
first stage to introduce invisible world of not only local myths but also
traditional customs containing cultural inheritance with glass hereafter.
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