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ABSTRACT

The Usefulness of Understanding Cultural Landscapes through
Crossarea Comparison in Elementary Social Studies Education
- Comparison between Jeju stone wall landscape and Buropean bocage landscape -

Kang, Seong gi

Major in Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Korea National University of Education

Supervised by Prof. Gyeong-seop Oh, Prof. Jeong-hwa Kwon

Understanding an area is knowing the concepts of elements characterizing the
area correctly and examining how the concepts are interconnected with one
another.

In today’s localized textbooks of elementary social studies for the 4 grade,
however, contents are disconnected and most of them are merely listing facts
without organization based on a certain principle.

The objective of this study was to suggest cross-area comparison as a method
for teaching the contents of localized education, which simply enumerated facts,
and to discuss its utilization in localized textbooks of elementary social studies
and, by doing so, to show the importance of cross-area comparison.

Like people use ‘comparison’ in order to understand the essence of things in
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daily life, comparison of two areas aims at understanding the geographical
meanings of the areas according to location and region, which are the basic
concepts of area understanding, through identifying similarities and differences
between phenomena occurring in the two areas.

One of factors revealing the characteristics of an area is its cultural landscape.
Cultural landscape represents visible and spiritual interactions between nature and
human and displays the traces of human life clearly, so it is worthy of learning.

Thus, in order to help learners’ understanding of ‘Jeju,” the present
researcher’s space of life, this study selected 'stone wall landscape,’ a
representative cultural landscape of 'Jeju,’ and extracted elements of learning and
produced a teaching material through comparing it with similar 'European bocage
landscape.! In order to test the learning effect of the teaching material, we
applied it in an actual class and surveyed the learners and participant teachers
after the class.

First, in the class using the teaching material, the students understood easily
the reason for many stones in Jeju by the fact that Jeju is a volcanic island
with mild slopes, and the reason for the windy weather by the fact that Jeju is
situated between the ocean and a continent. In addition, they learned that 'stone
wall landscape in Jeju' is a result of people’s adaptation to natural environment
more characteristically than 'European bocage landscape.'

Second, through comparing the development of the two landscapes, the
learners came to understand customs in Jeju and differences among localities
within Jeju from the appearance and roles of stone walls.

Third, in the comparison of the two landscapes of today, it was found that
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'European bocage landscape' was protected as its value had been recognized in
historical, landscape and ecological aspects. On the other hand, 'Jeju stone wall
landscape' was disappearing as its value was not recognized and it was regarded
as an obstacle to farming. In comparison with ‘terraced paddy field in the
Philippines,” which is a world cultural heritage, as well, it was found that 'Jeju
stone wall landscape' is a wvaluable cultural heritage comparable with the
'terraced paddy field.'

In the concluding part, the students expanded their understanding of wvarious
cultural heritages in the Jeju area through the relation between the location and
region of Jeju and various features of the Jeju area observed in its stone walls.

The students who attended the class showed interest in the contents of the
teaching material that compared the two landscapes and were satisfied with what
they had learned newly.

As a result of the class based on a cross-area comparison, first, the students
could understand the location and region of the Jeju area more easily.

Second, although stone walls were common to the students living in Jeju, by
comparing the stone wall landscape with European bocage landscape, they came
to have an eye to see such a daily thing anew from a cross-area viewpoint.

Lastly, in the process of comparing 'stone wall landscape' with 'European
bocage landscape,' which is regarded as a valuable cultural heritage, the students
found newly the value of 'Jeju stone wall landscape' as a cultural heritage, and
realized that 'Jeju stone wall landscape' is worthy of preservation as a world
cultural heritage.

However, the application of cross-area comparison has limitations. Above all,
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learners have difficulty in understanding related terms, and sufficient materials
should be prepared for areas to be compared. If research is continued according
to students’ level, we expect that cross-area comparison can be a more
systematic learning method in elementary social studies education.

Cross-area comparison may be somewhat difficult to 4" graders in elementary
school, but if it is started from 4" graders who begin to learn their locality in
earnest, they may gain an eye to understand not only their province but also
other provinces and regions in the world. Furthermore, starting from elementary
social studies education, the level of cross-area comparison can be raised for

secondary and tertiary education.

¥ A thesis submitted to the committee of the Graduate School of Korea
National University of Education in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the degree of master of education (Social Studies Education) in

February 2010.
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