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ABSTRACT

The Storytelling Strategy of
Myth Contents

— Focused on Jeju Myth Contents -

KIM, JIN-CHUL
Department of Culture Contents

Graduate School of Soongsil University

Recently, the myth is considered as a cultural archetype that can
make competitive stories in the storytelling industry. This study
focused on Jeju, called ‘TIsland of Myth' because of so many myths,
and examined the storytelling strategy in terms of contents values of
Jeju myth.

First of all, in the second chapter, it examined the storytelling and
the myth which are recently being reviewed. A storytelling of myth
contents is a process not to follow but to change inner and outer
elements of the myth for sympathizing the contemporaries. Therefore,
the myth has been reproduced by being combined with various
genres. Nowadays, the myth composes an imaginary world in cultural
contents, or there are many variations of heroic narratives, and it

reveals traditional original ceremonies or new myth contents have
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been created instantly by adopting archetypes symbolically.

This study arranged the Vladimir Prop’s study which analyzed the
form of Russian fairy tale and Joseph Campbell’s study that arranged
the narrative structure of world’'s myth as an heroic travel. Prop
classified Russian magical folk tales in 31 ways, and it is meaningful
because it inferred various bhasic forms of the folktale. Campbell
divided the heroic adventure into three as separation or start, ordeal
and success of entrance, and reunion of return and society. Then,
each stage is arranged as processes that heroes experience. Based on
Campbell's study, Christopher Vogler arranged heroic adventures into
12 ways and established a creation theory of movie scenarios. This
kind of heroic travel narrative structure is the universal story
structure and it is used in the creation and analysis of real cultural
contents. Thus, the heroic travel narrative structure in the storytelling
of myth contents can be used as an effective theory for the analyses.

In the third chapter, this study examined storytelling aspect of the
Jeju myth contents. The Jeju myth can be divided into three ways of
General God Bonpuri, Dangshinbonpuri, and Josangshinbonpuri
according to characteristics of the god and the acceptation range of
the myth. Among them, Normal God Bonpuri provokes an attention
because it reflects the world creation, birth, afterlife, heroic narrative,
and fatal elements, revealing distinctive views of the world. Also, the
Jeju myth shows features of sacredness, orality, fantasy, and rite.
The sacredness feature makes the wvariation of characters, the oral

feature has expanded probabilities of an accident, the feature of

_Xi_



fantasy offers special experiences, and rite features produce catharsis
through emotional sympathies.

Nowadays, there are many fairy tales, novels, comics/webtoons and
animations based on the Jeju myth. In the case of fairy tales, most
works show the limitation of reappearance of the myth, and in the
case of novels, there are many works with fantasy not with artistic
values. The webtoon accomplished a great deal with contemporary
elements by using motifs of the myth. The animation is not
animated, but there are many attempts to visualize the imaginary
myth world.

In the fourth chapter, this study examined the storytelling strategy
of the Jeju myth contents. First, the Normal God Bonpuri is arranged
as 34 ways for the narrative structure of the Jeju myth by using
Prop’s analysis. The basic style of the Jeju myth is applied in
Vogler's heroic travel narrative structure, and arranged as @
circumstance of lack @search for investigator @latent treat @
appearance of character (&consciousness to test and lack ®acceptance
of adventure @entry to the new world ®ordeal and meeting with
adviser O@fight Oreturn Dsolution of problem @compensation and
deification.

Also, this study suggests the division of 'the world of lack - the
world of consciousness - the world of confrontation — the world of
comfort’ to expand heroic travel narrative structure of the Jeju myth
onto the story composition strategy. The world of lack is the

presentation of problem stage and interpretation about an imperfect

- Xii -



world. The world of consciousness is the stage that the hero appears
to solve the problem. The world of confrontation is the stage that
shows fights between hero and opposition power. The world of
comfort is the stage that brings order recovery to solve the lack.

Likewise, <With the God> with motifs of Ganglim, animation
<Ghost Messenger> and novel <Way to the Home> show that the
storytelling strategy analysis of the Jeju myth contents is possible.

There are four proposals for storytelling of the Jeju myth contents.

First, in the storytelling of Jeju myth, the reappearance is necessary
to get repetitive fusion with contemporary elements, or contemporary
interpretations to have a new bond of sympathy.

Second, a derivation of narration is essential to protect and apply
traditional elements of Jeju myth maintaining and conserving the
archetype.

Third, the change of conflict with reinterpretation of Jeju myth
characters can be used by interesting storytelling strategy which can
make suspenseful confliet relations.

Fourth, there must be a strategy to build an integrated world view
which has an interrelation with each myth for applying to various
characters and complicated events of Jeju myth.

Jeju myth is an archetype which has infinite possibility. T hope
many competitive contents with Jeju myth are coming out due to

many studies which could use practical creations based on this study.
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