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<ABSTRACT>

An Analysis on the Organization and Operation of
Discretionary Activities based on the Elementary Schools
in Jeju—City

Hyun, Sook

Major in Elementary Educational Methods
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University of Education

Supervised by Professor Kim, Min-ho, Ph. D.

At the school setting, discretionary activities have been settled as one of the
domains of school curriculum along with curricular and extracurricular activities in
the 7th National Curriculum. The purpose of the present study is to examine and
analyze how the discretionary activities have been organized and operated in the
school curriculum, as well as the factor that affects their organization and operation;
to find the consequent problems, and; to seek for the improvement plans for the
creative organization and operation of the activities for the consumer-oriented
educational

To accomplish this purpose, the following research questions were established:

First, do the elementary school teachers in Jeju-city organize and operate the
discretionary activities as the original intentions?

Second, what are the factors that practically affect the organizations and
operations of discretionary activities?

Third, how do the teachers perceive the effects of organizing and operating the
discretionary activities?

Fourth, what has to be improved in order to organize and operate the
discretionary activities so that they satisfy their purpose?

The present study conducted a survey to 258 teachers sampled from 26
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elementary schools in Jeju-city. From all the returned surveys, a total of 214 sheets
were used for the analysis. The tool used in this study were made after the
collection and consideration of the literature and the results of the previous studies
pertinent to this topic. Its significance was examined through the frequency and
percentage analyses and the X’~test by each variable.

The result of this study is as follows:

A. The conclusion concerning if the elementary school teachers in
Jeju—city organize and operate the discretionary activities as the original
intentions

(1) Most of the schools have the council for organization and operation of
curriculum, to which the teachers participate in any ways. Seen from their
organizational forms and the ways of participation, however, these councils are
considered to be rather perfunctory. In addition, it was often the case that the
curriculums were organized without any fundamental research.

(2) Annual plans were often made according to the domain and the theme.
Class—based operational plans showed that the majority of the cases were the
activities ‘operated in two sessions a week (on two different days, an hour for each
session).’

(3) In some cases, the evaluations of the overall discretionary activities
performed in the previous year were not reflected to the operational plans for the
present vear’s curriculum. Many teachers responded ‘the reason is that discretionary
activities are not the learning activities performed in the consistent basis.’

B. The factors that practically affected the organizations and operations
of discretionary activities.

(1) The highest number of the teachers responded that: 'the model developed
by the study model school’ affected their own organizational system of the
discretionary activities; 'the teacher himself/herself’” was the human factor that had
the greatest influence on the organizations and operations: 'development of relevant
teaching materials’ was the learning factor affecting the efficient operation, and; the
factor that influenced the desirable class operation was the ‘learning environments.’

(2) The students, parents, and the personnels of the community had very low
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influences on the organizations and operations of discretionary activities, which
indicates that the characteristics of the community, parents, and students are not
reflected to the fundamental research.

(3) The teacher's council in each grade is actively performing for the
operations of discretionary activities. In many of the schools having less than 6
classes in each grade, all the process of planning and operation was led by the
teacher in charge of each class. It indicates their stronger autonomous power for the
discretionary activities.

(4) Most of the discretionary activities were operated by the class teachers.
Data from the study model schools was used for the themes and the contents for
each domain of activities; the materials commonly developed by the same-grade
teachers, or obtained form the study model schools were mainly used for the
operation of umt class. The teachers thought creative learning activities had the
highest degree of relevance with the discretionary activities.. They supported the
plans that discretionary activities were operated connected with the school specialty
business or class-specific activities.

(5) The unit-class learning methods were presentation/discussion and field
research; the forms of learning were small-group cooperative learning system and
individual learning activities, and; materials used by the students in the unit class
were the activity handbook and the computer information data. However, the
solution using the activity handbook can add to another study burden to the
students. Thus, it is necessary to conduct a research to develop creative study
materials.

(6) The largest portion of the class time in each school's discretionary
activities was invested to the education of information and communication
technology, which was the state-level mandatory requirement emphasizing the
necessity of specific education. It has become the cause of many unintended results
in the organizations and the operations of discretionary activities, such as lack of
relevant materials, deficiency of learning environments and facilities, lack of
educational appliances, and problems in the procurement of time.

The next largest portion of the class time was invested to the education of

_91_



humanism, democratic citizenship, and environments, as well as to the
class—specialized activities. The fact that most of these domains are the
multi-disciplinary field of learning indicates that the activities should be carried out
in the forms that can foster self-initiative learning capabilities.

(7) The methods of evaluating the students’ study results were the individual
activity evaluation, the portfolio, and the accumulative evaluation (in the order of
precedence). The evaluation methods the teachers regarded most objective were the
evaluation by the standards of performance appraisal, that based on the episodes
recorded by the teacher, and the peer evaluation (in the order of precedence).

C. The perception of the effects of organizing and operating the
discretionary activities.

(1) The discretionary activities were perceived to be relatively ineffective in
their operation. Many respondents said that the authority for the operation should be
given to the teacher for the effective organization and operation of the activities.
The next most responses were the abolition of the regulations imposed in the state
level concerning the area or the specific subject of education, and; the operation of
the activities integrated with the extracurricular activities.

(2) The perceived effects of discretionary activities were the opportunity to
offer various educational experiences and their contributions to the formation of
autonomous attitudes for learning. The reasons for the ineffective operations were
the lack of material and facility preparations.

D. The things to be improved in order to organize and operate the
discretionary activities so that they satisfy their purpose.

Many responses were for the guarantee of authority and the maximum respect
of the teacher's/school’s right of learning. Development of materials that can be
generalized; popularization of example materials; firm will shown by the Ministry of
Education for the operations of discretionary activities, and; administrator’s and
teacher's understanding for the activities. Besides, they responded that education of
information and communication technology should be designated as an intracurricular
activity, so that time could be saved by excluding it from the area of discretionary

activities.
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